
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE- CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 

Traditional Markets 

Another event of excitement and 
pleasure for grown~~s a_nd ch!ldren alike 
is the Christmas fair in ,ts various forms. 

· These fa irs have been drawing crowds 
ever since the Crusades . All member5 of 
the household look forward to the family 
visit to the Christmas Fair with its bright, 
shining rows of stalls and bo_oths. Pra~
tica lly every city or town has its own fa,r, 
but the most famous among them re
main the Hamburger Dom in Hamburg, 
the Chrislkindl Duff in Munich, and 
above al l, the Chrislkindl Marki in 
Nuremberg·. Here there are st~lls ·with 
hundreds of glittering decorations for 
the Christmas tree, goldleaf angels and : 
handmade paper dolls. The facinating ·_ 
toy stalls display everything fr<?m model 
electric trains to the humble little 
Zwelschgen-Kerl and his wife, made of 
~ed prunes, figs, and c~ ts. 

Magical Christmas markets 
Throughout December, many towns and 
cities hold special Christmas markets. The 
center of town is filled with vendors selling 
toys, candies, baked goods, and Christmas 
decorations. In the cool evenings, lanterns light 
the narrow walkways between stalls and the 
smells of hot spiced wine and fresh gingerbread 
fill the air. Nuremberg, in southeast Germany, 
has the oldest and most famous Christmas 
market. A young girl dressed as a golden angel 
stands high on a balcony while a choir sings 
below to announce the opening of this market. 

Germans celebrate Christmas with zeal and without the usual 
tackiness or kitsch. Nearly every city and town across Germany has 
its own Christkindlesmarkt (Christmas market). From the beginning 
of Advent until Christmas Eve (Heilige Abend), Germany's town 
squares and marketplaces are transformed into magical Christmas 
wonderlands. Colorfully-decorated, wooden stalls fill the squares-:
and are decked with white Christmas lights and decorated with 
wreaths and swags of pine. Vendors sell predominantly hand-carved, 
traditional wooden toys and decorations, such as Christmas pyramids 
and wooden nativity scenes. Stalls are filled with glass-blown, hand
painted Christmas tree ornaments, hand-crafted pe'\¥1:er ornaments 
and traditional Chiistmas woodcrafts. The Christmas markets have 
a convivial and friendly atmosphere which seems to overcome 
traditional German reserve. Evenings are the most special time to visit 
because the people congregate to buy gifts, take in the Christmas 
spirit, enjoy the Christmas decorations and share a drink or two while 
milling around. The drink of choice is Glilhwein. ("glowing "·ine") 
which is a spiced or mulled red wine served with cinnamon sticks. 
It is so-called because the wine is heated to keep you warm while 
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outside, and "glows" from the shining Christmas lights. The perfect 
accompaniment to Gluhwein is a piece of Stollen or spicy gingerbread. 
Even if you are shopping at the Christmas market, the atmosphere 
is devoid of much of the usual Christmas hustle and bustle, and the 
Christmas spirit comes alive at the markets as friends and strangers 
share a few minutes of stress-free conversation and a drink or two 
to help ring in the season. The most famous Christkindlesmarkt are 
in Nuremberg, Munich, Koln, Augsburg, and Stuttgart, but you'll find 
them in nearly every town, and there is something special and cozy 
about the smaller ones. 


