
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

market: der Markt, die Markte 
Christmas market: der Weihnachtsmarkt, die Weihnachtsmarkte 
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The spirit of Christmas slips into 
full g~ar as cities and towns 
across the country celebrate the 
tradition of Christkindlmarkt. 

T hese dark, cold German winters: the days are get
ting shorter and the temperanu·es are dropping. 
Wintertime in Germany is anything but a pleasant 

period of the year, indeed, for between the months of 
November and Febn~ary, there is nothing special to do. 
That is, perhaps, except for waiting on the holiday season 
to arrive - a wonderful Christmas time. Those who are 
fond of the ambience and "Gemutlichkeif' prevailing at 
the German Christmas markets are happy to absorb the 
enchanting atmosphere of the places evoking the particu
larly festive mood enhanced by the aroma of grilled sau
sages, hot chestnuts, and cinnamon. Let us venture out 
into some of the most traditional and magical Christmas 
markets in all of Germany and discover the most unique 
things about each one of them. ----

t Most countries put on their best face 
'. for the celebrations marking the birth 
· of the Christ child and there is much 
ho·see and do. . 

t Take West Germany, for instance, ' 
where the festival season begins in ' 

:1a1c November when numerous' 
Christmas fairs and markets are held. i 

: .These are somewhat of a cross be· 
1
• 

· tween giant outdoor toy markets and'. 
I street festivals. Booths displaying the : 
' latest playthings created by the : 
;famed German toymakcrs are set up 
;11ext to stands selling delicious Ger- : 
tman specialties from sausages to · 
rgingnerbread, to be washed down by , 
!hot coffee or cold beer. · 

In this vein, virtually every German city or town has a 
Christmas market. Several Christmas markets opened their 
doors across southern Germany ...9nMonday (Nov. 26). 

MiJlions of visitors descend upon German towns 
and cities each December to stroll through the 
Weihnachtsmiirkte - the Christmas markets - that 
are ~ s_taple of the holiday season. ----

The annual Christmas market opens early in 
December, offering for sale almost every imagin
able holiday item from candles to candy. Many 
tow n centers are crammed w ith tiny stalls dis
playing oodles of decorations, trees, baked 
goods, and similar delights. If you can't find a 
present h ere, you just haven' t looked long 
enough! Youngsters love wandering from booth 
to booth in these Christmas fairs or "Christ 
Child markets," as they are sometimes called. 
Munich's market dates from the 1300s, while 
the one in Bonn is barely two decades old. 
Regardless of the history of a Christmas fair in 
a specific city, the popularity of the event is 
undeniable. 

As the time gets closer to Christmas, the 
weather turns colder. The markets become 
quiet, almost hushed, as the vendors huddle 
over their tiny coal-fed fires . Last-minute shop
pers are the same anywhere as they rush 
around stocking up on wares. 


