
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

A favorite pastime for Germans and tourists alike is savoring the winter holiday season at a local Christmas market. 
The colorful fairs spring up in most towns and cities for the four-week Advent season leading up to Christmas Eve. 

Cherished Christmas Traditions 

In the weeks before Christmas, Christmas markets 
(Weihnachtsmarkte) are held in many towns - a cus
tom which of late seems to be gaining in popularity. Of 
these markets, the "Christkindlesmarkt" ofNurnberg 
is particularly well known; it is over 300 years old. 

Shoppers pass through the rows of 
the market by the Gedachtniskirche. 

The scents of roasted almonds, gingerbread cookies and savory and sweet snacks mingle with the steam rising from 
mugs of hot: spiced mulled wine as people stroll through rows of wooden booths and stalls. Shoppers find regional 
handicrafts-nutcrackers, wooden figurines, straw stars, smokers, textiles, cards, cookie tins, glass balls, toys, and tree 
ornaments. Each Christmas market is unique with its own flavor and traditions. 

The annual Christmas market opens early in 
December, offering for sale almost every imagi n
able holiday item from candles to candy. Many 
town centers are crammed with tiny stalls dis
playing oodles of decorations, trees, baked 
goods. and similar delights. If you can't find a 
present here. you just haven't looked long 
enough! Youngsters love wandering from booth 
to booth in these Christmas fairs or "Christ 
Child markets," as they are sometimes called. 

Munich's market dates from the 1300s, while 
the one in Bonn is barely two decades old. 
Regardless of the history of a Christmas fair in 
a specific city, the popularity of the event is 
undeniable. 

As the time gets closer to Christmas, the 
weather turns colder. The markets become 
quiet, almost hushed, as the vendors huddle 
over their tiny coal-fed fires. Last-minute shop
pers are the same anywhere as they rush 
around stocking up on wares. 

Many other German towns and cities have adopted such a 
market. Berlin and Hamburg took this step as early as the 18th 
century. Such a market attracts many people, strolling past the 
stalls and displays to see whc;~t's new and all the fine th!ngs on I 
show. Freiburg im Breisgau held its first Christmas market m 1972, 
and this is not solely devoted to Christmas trees and deco
rations. Artists and craftsmen see such markets as the right place 
for exhibiting and selling thei r goods - baskets and woodcuts, 
shoes and pottery. 
Walking through such a market really is an exceptional expe
rience. Children enjoy this most of all. The smells of fir resin 
and roasted almonds intermingle. Then there are all the lights 
from the stalls and the little stoves where sausages are fried and 
chestnuts roasted. Songs and the sounds of music fill the air. The 
closer it gets to Christmas, the colder it usually becomes. If snow 
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fal ls, a hushed mood prevails at these markets. Tranquillity takes 
over from al l the busy activity. There are many people who come 
from fa r away in the world outside to spend just a few days in the 
Federal Republic over Christmas. Despite the limited time at their 
disposal, a visit to such a Christmas market is a must for them. 

When the days start to 
shmten at the end of 
November and Christ

mas Day maws ever closer, those 
living in Germany can look for
ward to a particularly agreeable 
yuletide custom. For it's the time 
when market squares and llistori
cal old town centres inv.ite peo
ple to take a stroll around wood
en stalls decked in festive array, 
sample the odouTS of culinary 
delights and Christmastide, and 
enjoy the unusual arts and crafts, 
the pick of Christmas decora
tions, plus musical attractions 
and activities for the children. 


