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HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los I" 

WEIHNACHTSMARKTE-CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

In Germany, the Christmas season begins about four 
weeks before Christmas Day, when Weihnachtsmarkte 
[VY-knocks-MAIRK-ta], or Christmas markets, start 
opening. These are huge, outdoor markets filled with 
stands. Each stand sells something different-decorations, 
gifts, and all kinds of good things to eat and drink. 

A favorite pastime for Germans and tourists alike is savoring the winter holiday season at a local 

Christmas market. The colorful fairs spring up in most towns and cities for the four-week Advent season 

leading up to Christmas Eve. 

Germany bustles with 
Christkindl markts 

CHRISTMAS MARKETS ARE FAVORITE SHOPPING DESTINATIONS 

Germans celebrate Christmas with zeal and without the usual 
tackiness or kitsch. Nearly every city and town across Germany has 
its own Christkindlesmarkt (Christmas market). From the beginning 
of Advent until Christmas Eve (Heilige Abend), Germany's town 
squares and marketplaces are transformed into magical Christmas 
wonderlands. Colorfully-decorated, wooden stalls fill the squares, 
and are decked with white Christmas lights and decorated with 
wreaths and swags of pine. Vendors sell predominantly hand-carved, 
traditional wooden toys and decorations, such as Christmas pyramids 
and wooden nativity scenes. Stalls are filled with glass-blown, hand
painted Christmas tree ornaments, hand-crafted pewter ornaments 
and traditional Christmas woodcrafts. The Christmas markets have 
a convivial and friendly atmosphere which seems to overcome 
traditional German reserve. Evenings are the most special time to visit 
because the people congregate to buy gifts, take in the Christmas 
spirit, enjoy the Christmas decorations and share a drink or two while 
milling around. The drink of choice is Gliihwein, ("glowing wine") 
which is a spiced or mulled red wine served with cinnamon sticks. 
It is so-called because the wine is heated to keep you warm while 
outside, and "glows" from the shining Christmas lights. The perfect 
accompaniment to Gluhwein is a piece of Stollen or spicy gingerbread. 
Evert if you are shopping at the Christmas market, the atmosphere 
is devoid of much of the usual Christmas hustle and bustle, and the 
Christmas spirit comes alive at the markets as friends and strangers 
share a few minutes of stress-free conversation and a drink or two 
to h~lp ring in the season. The most famous Chrtstkindlesmarkt are 
in Nuremberg, Munich, Koln, Augsburg, and Stuttgart, but you'll find 
them in nearly every town, and there is something special and cozy 
about the smaller ones. 


