
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

,Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CUSTOMS I 
WEIHNACHTSFEIERBRAUCHE 

crib, manger: die Krippe, die Krippen 

Cribs in churches 

The cribs in churches ore particularly Iorge, and greater emphasis 
is again being put on such depictions of Christ's birth after many 
years of neglect. Many - and even older - churches hove ac
quired the most recent of crib figures (usually carefully-dressed 
jointed dolls) which allow greater variety of use. They can stand 
in a different posture, with different clothes, every year. There are 
churChes where ports of the Gospel story are presented as 
tableaux throughout the Christmas period. The cycle starts with 
the Annunciation, a popular and impressive scene with the Angel 
appearing to Mary. Next comes Mary's journey over the 
mountains to her cousin Elisabeth. Then follows the search for 
lodgings, a scene that has mainly become known through South 
German influences. The next scene is devoted to the birth. and 
that is succeeded by the adoration of the shepherds and Kings. 
Next is Jesus in the Temple, the circumcision, and finally the 
flight to Egypt. Models for all these scenes ore provided by the 
most celebrated European sculptors and po in ters. Such presen
tations perhaps serve on educational function even more than a 
religious purpose. Most important of all though is a real joy in 
depiction~f fovouri!e ~cen~s from the B!~l~ : 

Permanent cribs 

There was another way of embodying the Christmas story for the 
faithful. This was incorporated in or even become the main feature 
of'the altar around which the community held its doily service. We 
know the great carved altars in Southern Germany and Austria, 
and· there ore equally impressive creations on the other side ot 
Germany along the Lower Rhifle, in Flanders, ~nd in the N~!!h 
Sea and Baltic areas. It would not be. right to list the names· of 
these carvers here. Their names are not always known anyway. 
Such work is exemplified though in the celebrated altars at 
Kolker on the Lower Rhine, and in the splendid creations of the 
South German masters, headed by Tilmon Riemenschneider. The 
church of St. Kostor at Korden on the Moselle is unique in having 
on Adoration of the Kings mode from cloy, which has survived on 
.!b._e High Alta~ J~ ~ent~rie~ ~espite the fragility of the material. 

Varieties of crib 

Such permanent representations hove the disadvantage that they 
con never be changed. That is also the case with what ore known 
OS 'b"ox cribs presenting dioramas of the Ch~istmos storY, .Such-cribs 
used to be popular in Southern Germany, and were constructed by 
artists and sold to well-off families. They are very rare today and 
only to be found in museums. When mechanisation became 
fashionable around 1750, the technique was also applied to these 
cribs. A coin set the scene in motiorn. And what sights on which to 
feast the eyes I The shepherds and the Three Kings made their 
appearance. The animals moved. And even the Mother of God 
time and again raised her hands in praise. 


