
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

,Bei uns ist immer was lost" 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION CUSTOMS I 
WEIHNACHTSFEIERBRAUCHE 

crib, manger: die Krippe, die Krippen 

in realistic depictions, so as to boost his importance somewhat. 
The ox and the ass play a great part in such ·depictions 
though they are not even mentioned in the four Gospels (merely 
in a corrupt version of St. Mathew). Animals are part of a p roper 
stable and attract young people's attention. That then is the in-
d ispensable <:~re of any cri!~ ~ - ----

The shepherds 

The shepherds constitute the second important group. "And they 
came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger" - runs the Gospel. Makers o f cribs have 
always endeavoured to capture the wonder and emotion pre
cipitated by the Angel's message. The .shepherds, men and women 
in simple and often poor clothes, hasten towards the manger. They 
carry crooks as tokens of their job, and often a bag for thei r pro
vision. They approach the stable with an expression of wonder 
on their faces. The sheep have come along too, and are to be 
seen all around. In Italian villages, even today it is sti ll the custom 
to bring the' most recently born lamb to church for the service on 
Christmas morning. This scenario is often combined with a Christ
mas tree behind the crib so that the Angel (often with inscription) 
seems to hover in the tree. 

The Wise Men 
from the East 
.- .... _ ...... . 

The Three Wise Men from the East constitute the third maier group, 
which is sometimes way in the background and sometimes not 
yet to be seen in Christmas Eve cribs. These Kings have always 
stimulated the imagination and creat~vity. Their clothing straight 
away stands out from that of the other groups. The Black King is 
exotically clad in robes similar to those still worn today by many 
African tribes. The two white Kings ore also resplendently clothed, 
bringing gifts set in gold. Large cribs include servants and such 
unfamiliar animals as elephants, dromedaries, and camels. For our 
rural population, coming from .scattered farms, villages, and little 1 
towns, this was the only opportunity each year for coming into 
contact with this outlandish world. No matter how imperfect such 
cribs may be, they impressively embody the text of the Gospel, 
contrasting the everyday and the dream. Outside there is winter 
with its cold, snow, rain, and early darkness- and inside the crib 
with its gold and mystery. It is hardly surprising that cribs are so . 
popular with our young people! - · _ ·-
Entire farm-houses-·with-chi-ckens and geese, even a small stream 
or pond with a bridge, .are sometimes depicted. Ingeniously 
constructed fires burn on the fields of Bethlehem, and in the bock
ground there is the si lhouette of an oriental town with lighted 
windows. There ore little bushes and trees in the landscape, 
which is most convincingly created out of sand, moss, stones, roots, 
and pal~!~~ !?ac~gr_<?.~nds. ·-· ....... --


