
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FASTENZEIT 

Carnival Season: Fastnachtszeit oder Fastenzeit 

Wo feiert man Karneval? (Where is Carnival season celebrated?) 

Germany 

In German-speaking countries, there are essentially 2 distinct variations of Carnivals: the Rhenish 

Carnival in the west of Germany, centred on the cities of Diisseldorf, Cologne and Mainz, and the 

Alemannic or Swabian-Alemannic Fastnacht in Swabia (Southwestern Germany), Switzerland, Alsace 

and Vorarlberg (Western Austria). 

The Rhenish Carnival (Rheinischer Kameval), mainly in the states of (North Rhine-Westphalia and 

Rhineland-Palatinate) is famous for celebrations such as parades and costwne balls. Cologne carnival is 

the largest and most famous. Cologne, Diisseldorf and Mainz are held in the public media to be 

Germany's three carnival "strongholds," but carnival celebrations are also widespread elsewhere in the 

Rhineland, in places such as Wattenscheid, Hagen, Krefeld, Aachen, Monchengladbach, Duisburg, 

·Bonn, Eschweiler, Bocholt and Kleve. 

Features of t he popular Rhenish Karneval are also 

beginning to manifest themselves in the third type of 

Karneval which fro m an historical point of view may 

be said to "stand between" the two types described ear

lier. This "Fastnacht" or "Fasnet;' w hich is popular in 

the Southwest of Germany, developed in a different 

way because social conditions were different in this 

area. It was the craftsmen's guilds who played the dom

inant role in the southwestern towns, and they were 

the ones w ho determined the way "Fasnet" is celebrat

ed there tO this day. 

"Rheinische" Carnival (Fasnacht, Fasnet, Fastabend, Fastelovend, Fasteleer, Fasching) 

The "Rheinische" Carnival is held in the west of Germany, mainly in the states of North Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland-Palatinate, but a lso in Hesse (including Upper 

Hesse), Bavaria, and other states. Some cities are more famous for celebrations such as parades and costume balls. The Cologne Carnival, as well as those 

in Mainz, Eschweiler and Dusseldorf, are the largest and most famous. Other cities have their own, often less well-known celebrations, parades, and parties, such 

as Bonn, Worms am 
Rhein, Speyer, Kaiserslautern, Frankfurt. Darmstadt, Duisburg, Dortmund. Essen. Mannheim, Munster, Krefeld, Ludwigshafen, Miinchengladbach, Stuttgart, Augsburg, Munich, 

and Nuremberg. The biggest german carnival club is located in a little town Dieburg in South Hesse. On Carnival Thursday (called "Old Women Day" or "The Women's Day" 

in commemoration of an 1824 revolt by washer-women), women storm city halls, cut men's ties, and are allowed to kiss any passing man. Special acrobatic show dances in 

mock uniforms are a traditional contribution to most festive balls. They may or may not have been a source of inspiration to American cheerleading. The Fasching parades 

and floats make fun of individual politicians and other public figures. Many speeches do the same. lcitallon neededJcologne Carnival traditions explained in English. Traditions 

often also include the "Faschingssitzung" - a sit-only party with dancing and singing presentations, and often many speeches given that humorously criticize politics. 


