
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Lent 

Fastnachtzeit oder Fastenzeit: Carnival Season 

Was ist Fastnachtzeit? 

Fasching and 
Karneval 

Different Traditions, Different Dates 
There arc three different words in 
German for "Carnival" or "Mardi Gras~': 
Karneval, Fasching and Fastnacht. 
Although all three refer to the same pre
Lenten observance, each has a different 
tradition and reflects somewhat different 
custo1ns in different regions of the 
(1en:1an-speaking world. 

KARNEVAL, FASCHING, FASTNACHT, etc 

What is it? Carnival season is a time of wild fancy-dress parties and 
costume balls, which are open to the public. Carnival reaches its climax in big 
street processions with elaborately decorated floats, usually on 
Rosenmontag . Carnival celebrations happen mainly in the Catholic parts of 
Germany. Nevertheless, Karneval parties do occur in some places in the 
north of Germany. 
Fasching (also known as Karneval) is a time of festivity and merry making - a time to 
break the rules, poke fun at those who make them and then to make your own new 
rules. 

In Germany, particularly in the Rhineland area, the tradition can be traced to medieval 
times where many countries existed under harsh rules. Kings, princes and even smaller 
potentates maintained their own courts. In doing so, they flaunted before each other their 
own pomp and splendor at the expense of their population. 

During Karneval time, the common people took a chance at 'living it up" and "talking 
back to their rulers". They would make a mock government of eleven people, as well as 
other officials. A prince and princess were selected to rule the country during the 
Fasching season. Political authorities, high placed persons and sovereigns were the 
target of ridicule, and featured in humorous and satirical speeches. To avoid persecution 
and punishment, these antics were played out from behind masks and costumes. 
Parades, dancing in the streets, masquerade balls and comical skits filled the days and 
nights. 


