
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FASTNACHT 

Fasnet in Villingen-Schwenningen 

The Aristocrats of the Fast Night - The Narros of Villingen 
The Narros of Villingen are known as the aristocrats of the 
Swabian-Alemannic Fast Night. Their white clown's clothes 
are adorned with springtime ornaments and f lowers, they 
wear a white ruff, and carry a wooden sword. The bronze bells 
which are draped across their chest and back can weigh up to 
20 ki los. Th is hefty weight only allows them to make small 
hops, and so the Vill ingen parade proceeds at a very leisurely 
pace on Shrove Monday. They also wear a wooden mask with 
a smooth, courtly-looking face beneath curly locks of hair 
known as a "Scheme". During the days when it was under 
Austrian rule, the town developed the Narro which came to 
symbolise the Villingen Fast Night, and the city became a 
stronghold of carnival revellery in the Austrian Forelands. 
The name "Narro" originated in the 18th century, but town 
records show that prior to that, they were known as "Mas
queras". In local dialect the "Masquera" turned into 
"Maschgere", a name that is still used for the Narro today. 

costumes are an 
important feature 
of the "Swabian
A/emannic Fast 
Night" in southwest 
Germany. for 
example in 
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Fools also rule in the town of 
Villingen- Schwenningen during 

the $wabian-Aleman.n.ic Fast 
Night. Carnival festivities domi
nate life in the Black Forest town 
from Thursday until Ash Wed
nesday. The Fast Night starts 0n 
Epiphany, the 6"" of January, 
when the dignit aries of the Fool's 
Cruild set up the figure of the 
«Narro" on a fountain in the 
town and decorate it with a fir 
wreath. The Narro is a strildng 
character dressed in a fools 
costume. Of particular interest 
are the major parades by schools 
and nurseries on Thursday and 
the traditional Fools' Guild pa
rade on Shrove Monday, in 
which hundreds of Narros take 
part. This is a spectacle that ne
ver fails to impress. It is followed 
on Shrove Tuesday by the main 
parade of Shrovetide Carnival 
Guilds and Associations. The 
processions are followed by an 
outbreak of colourful foolery on 
the streets and in bars and re
staurants. 
www.villingen-schwenningen.de 

· Let the good times roll: Markus Stegmann of the 
Schwenningen "~ool'_s_Guild" (Narren~unft) d~sts off carnival masks (Schemen/Fastnachtsmasken} on 

in V1lhngen-Schwenningen, in the southwestern Greman state of Baden- Wurttemberg. 


