
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FASTNACHT 

There are also many other tradi
tional figures, which vary from 
region to region - for example in 
Rottweil, which is a major centre 
of the Fastnacht celebrations. On 
Carnival Monday and Tuesday in 
Rottweil thousands of people 
wait for the sound of the bells 
that mark the beginning of the 
grand parades (at 8 a.m. on Mon
day and 2 p.m. on Tuesday), 
which are referred to here as 
"Narrensprunge" or "Fools' 
Leaps". At the sound of the bell 
the parade streams through the 
Black Gate, led by the riders bea
ring the Imperial Standards and 
the players of the town band, 
followd by the marchers and 
thousands of delighted spectators 
and revellers. Around three and a 
half hours later the parade ends 
on the Fried1ichsplatz and every
body retires to the local pubs to 
continue the celebrations. 
www.rottweil.de 

Fasnet in Rottweil 

Costumed marchers in the 2008 Narrensprung in Rottweil, 
Baden-Wurttemberg. -
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Pig bladders 

In the southwestern Swabian
Alamannic regio~ Karneual is 
called Fasnacht and has a darker, 
more mysterious tenor than in 
other regions, which focus on 
tomfoolery. Parade watchers in 
Baden-Wiirttemberg are more 
likely to get a gentle clobber 
with a Saubloder, an inflated pig'• 
bladder on a stk~ or a liefty; 
shove with a broom.· Our 
photograph shows a celebrant 
wearing a Bisslaroe, a mask with 
a jeering face, from the RottweU 
(Baden-Wfirttemberg) celebra• 
tion. At eight o'clock in the I 
morning of the Monday before 
Lent, vividly costumed and 
masked "fools" (Narren) leap 
through the Black Gate of the 
Rottweil old town, cracking 
whips and jingling heavy (40-60 
~und) bells. The "Fools' Leap." 
(Narrensprung) begins the fes
tivities; they end with the start of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday. 
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Inflated pigs' bladders, known as "Saublodern," are another odd Carnival accessory, also part of the southern German tradition. Revelers elaborately 
dressed as jesters wield the bladders hung on a stick to tease people and create a general c.ornmotion. Historians say the bladders symbolize Christian mortal 

sins like vanity and lust. 


