
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FASTNACHT 

Fasnet in Rottweil 

In Rottweil in the Black Forest, for instance, groups 
of different types of "fools" jump through the town's 
Black Gate at 8 o'clock in the morning of Fasmacht 
Monday. They have local dialect names such as 
"Gschellnarren" (bell fools), "Fransenkleidle" (fringe 
cloth), or "Schantle" (untranslatable, no clear mean
ing). In Elzach in the Black Forest, the "Schuddig" 
fools, dressed in red fringe clothes, wooden masks and 
large hats covered with snail shells, run through the 
town beating the people with blown-up hog's blad
ders, while at 5 o'clock in the morning the "Taganru-

fer" (day announcers) who wear pointed hats, ridicule 
and criticize local events which they read from the 
"Narrenbuch" (fools book). In Wolfach, the "Wohl
auf" fools stroll around in nightgowns, night caps and 
white stockings. In Oberlingen, the "Hansele" crack 
their long whips. Innovations from recent years - in
cluding the parades taken over from the Rhineland, 
which are becoming more elaborate every year - are 
mixed with old, sometimes even ancient customs. 

Not very long ago, scholars used to explain many 
Fastnacht traditions as remnants of pre-Christian, Teu
tonic or Celtic rites. However, closer research has 
revealed the fact that most features of this south-west 
German Fastnacht also made their way from the Re
naissance and Baroque courts into the cities and from 
there into the villages. Some even developed in the 
more recent past. 
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Swabian Fasnet 

Something rather special is carnival in 
Swabia, where it is called Fasnet. Traces 
of ancient Germanic cult practices are to 
be found much more clearly here than in 
other regions. 

Members of the Fools Guilds. masked 
grotesquely, sway and weave through the 
streets in the traditional Narrensprung, a 
remnant o f the ancient pre-Christian 
priests' ritual. There is Federhannes, with a 
feathered headdress, and Schantele, 

!
whose mask depicts half sadness, half JOY 
and who hops along in rhythm to the music 
with his walking stick and umbrel la . Most 
striking, though, are the Gschell- Narren 
who carry 40 pound sets of bells around 
their necks. Their masks show huge, 
gaping m ouths with teeth. and the bells 
make a deafening noise. 

These customs are best preserved 1n Rott
weil, a l ittle town on the Neckar river. but 
many other towns and vi llages 1n the 
region observe carn ival time in very much 
the same fashion. 

But wherever it may be - at midnight 
Tuesday, when Lent begins, the days of 
exuberant joyfulness fi nd a sudde n, al
most dramatic end 

Given how much fun it is to dress up and take part in colorful parades and balls, carnival has spread 
beyond the traditional centers in these parts to other towns and cities across Germany, where people 
enjoy the colorful processions and festivities that make up the "Karnivalszeit" (carnival time). 

A "Federhannes" (Feather Hannes) teases onlookers by 
engaging in some ceremonial face-tickling with a perfumed calf s tail attached to a stick during a 
Rose Monday "Fool's Procession" in the small Black Forest town of Rottweil in southwestern Germany. 
The Federhannes figure and his antics are based on customs that go back centuries 


