
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL L n 

Fastnachtzeit oder Fastenzeit: Carnival Season 

GERMANY: CARNIVAL PARTY IS ON DESPITE COVID WAVE 

As COVID-19 infections reach record highs in Germany, Carniviseason nev;rtheless kicks off with parties on November 11. 

But Cologne's main act is cancelled due to a positive case. 

Wl1al Carnival on n / 11 usually looks lik~ in Cologne 

Traditionally, the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month is a magical time in some cities in Germany. 

It signals the official start of what some call the "fifth season'' : Carni\'al. 

Celebrated with gusto in the traditional strongholds of Cologne, Diisseldorf and Mainz among others, Carnival is typically celebrated in the run

up to Ash Wednesday - the Christian holy day set about six weeks before Easter, seen as the last opportunity to celebrate before the 40-rlay 

period of fasting known as Lent. 

Carnival in Germany typically means masses of people attending alcohol-laden parties and costume parades: Basically, everything that Tt1ns 

counter to COVID-safety regulahons. 

Last year, Carnival celebrations were largely canceled because of the pandemic. 

This year - despite sk-yrocketing infection rates as Germany navigates its fourth wave - the cities of Cologne and Diisseldmf are going al1ead 

with their celebrations. 

A time for tomfoolery 

Known alternatively as Kameual, Fasching or Fastnacht, depending on the region, this celebration owes its origins and significance to several 

tl1ings. 

In numerology, the twin number 11 deuotcs a new beginning. Double that - 11/11 - and that's twice the luck. 

It also has Christian roots with the number 11 signifying sin and excessiveness, as it falls outside the 10 Commandments. Eleven symbolized the 

will of humankind over that of God's. In other words, people could do whatever they wanted: they bad a "fool's liberty." 

Hence, 11/11 is celebrated in different ways in the va1ious cities with people often dressing up in costumes and playing the fool, so to speak. 
~ 

In Diisseldorf, for example, the prankster "Hoppeditz" is brought to life. 

In Cologne, three people - forming the Dreigestirn or triumvirate - are granted the titles of Jungfrau, Prinz, and Bauer (or maiden, prince and 

peasant respectively), who fork out large sums of money for the privileges. Traditionally, the "maiden" is portrayed by a man dressed as a 


