
THE WALL 

I. General Information on Berlin 

1. Geographic Situation 
Berlin (Berlin Town Hall, the fo rmer city centre): . 
52° 31' north lati tude, 13° 25' east· longitude 

2. Area 

Territory 

West Berlin 
Soviet Sedor 
Grea ter Berlin 

3. Comparntive Sizes 

Hamburg 747 sq. km 
Munich 310 sq. km 

sq. km 

481.0 
403.1 
884.1 

0/o of the total area 

54.4 
45.6 

100 

Stuttgart 207 sq. km 
Frankfurt/M. 195 sq. km 

Larges t Spread 
East-West 

West Berlin 
Soviet Sector 
Greater Berlin 

29 km 
19 km 
45 km 

4. Size and Density of Population 

(As of December 31, 1964) 

Territory Population 

West Berlin 2,200,228 
Soviet Sector 1,071,462 
Greater Berlin 3,271,690 

North-Sou th 

West Berlin 32 km 
Soviet Sector 38 km 
Greater Berlin 38 km 

Inhabitants per sq. km 

4,574 
2,659 
3,704 

II. Borders In and around Berlin 

Territory Sector Border 

West Berlin 45.9 km 
Soviet Sector 45.9 km 
Greater Berlin 45.9 km 

Zone Border 

114.6 km 
117.4 km 
2.32. km 
----

Total 

160.5 km 
163.3 km 
277.9 km 

Comparative Distances in Road Kilometres: 

London- Maids tone 60 km 
London-Harwich 120 km 
London-

Southampton 130 km 

London-Gloucester 179 km 
Edingburgh-

Newcastle 
London-Exeter 

277 km 
278 km 

------
Under the close supervision of Soviet Zonal border police 
and other units of the so-called "NaHonal People's Army", 
SEO combat units and the "People's Police", the fo llowing 
measures were taken after August 13, 1961 

Wall s erected (e.g. sector and zonal borders of Kreuz
berg, Ticrgarten, Wedding, Zehlendorf), 
Windows and doors wallep-up (e.g. sector border Ber
nauer Strasse, Bouchestrasse), 

Barbed wire entanglements laid (e. g. sector and zonal 
borders Neukolln, Reinickendorf, Spandau), 
Trip-wires laid (e. g. on the roofs of the houses on the 
border in Bernauer Strasse), 

30 trenches dug (e. g. sector border Reinickendorf, 
Klemkestrasse, Potsdamer Chaussee; zonal border Span
dau), 

48 wooden screens put up (e.g. sector border at corner 
of Bernauer and Schwedter Strasse), 
Anti-tank barricades of welded steel girders embedded 
in concrete (e.g. sector border at Potsdamer Platz), 
214 watch-towers built (e.g. zonal border at Oiippel; 
sector border in Neukolln, lohmiihlenplatz), 
Elevated pla tforms and dug-outs constructed (e. g. sector 
border Neukolln, Treptower Strasse; Kreuzberg, Zimmer
strasse), 
189 pill-boxes and rifle-pits installed (e.g. zonal border 
Neukolln, Waltersdorfer Chaussee; sector border al 
Reinickendorf, Klemkestrasse), 
Under-waler barricades lowered (e.g. sector border in 
Kreuzberg, Spree in the neighbourhood of the Oberbaum 
Bridge), 
Aisles cleared (zonal border Spandau, Nieder.:cuen
dorfer Allee, Potsdamer Chaussee), 
"Death strips" and guarded zones laid through resident
ial areas (e. g . sector border Reinickendorf, Klemke
strasse), 
Tracks ripped up (e.g. zonal border Staaken), 
Dwelling houses and the Bethlehem Church demolished 
(e.g. sector border a t the corner of Bernauer Strasse 
and Gartenstrasse, sector border of Kreuzberg, Mauer
strasse), 

Allotmen t garden settlements demolished (e.g. sector 
border Reinjckendorf; Schonholz in the district of Pan
kow), 
232 special prohibited zones instituted, guarded by 
trained watch dogs (e.g. in cemetries in the Liesen
sfrasse, belonging to the parishes of St Hedwig's Church, 
the German and the French Cathedrals), 
Drop-gratings installed in underground railway tunnels 
(e.g. between underground stations Kochstrasse and 
Stadtmitte), 

Underground railway sta irway shafts levell ed ~n.d I illcd 
up (e.g. underground station Bernauer Strasse), 
Trawling nets attached to the eastern bank of the Spree 
(e. g. between Brommy Bridge apd Oberbaum Bridge), 
Tombstones removed and bodies reinteried elsewhere 
(e.g. in cemetries in the Liesenstrasse belonging to the 
parishes of St Hedwig's Church, the German and the 
French Cathedrals) and 
a 10-metre "death strip" along the entire sector border 
and zonal frontier surrounding West Berlin, with ;:, 
prohibited area 100 metres wide along the sector border 
and a prohibited area 500 m etres wide along the zo:,al 
frontier. 

length of the wall erected since August 13, 1961 
Length of the barricading wall including 

lengths of demolished buildings- and houses 

15 km 

24.2 km 
Length of barbed-wire entanglements 
length of barbed ~ire used 

'.13?.G km 
12,000 -14,ooo km 

length of barricading trenches D2 km 
Length of electrically-charged fences and 

warning devices 41.5 km 
length of "modern frontier" constructed up 

to August 1966 28.2 km 
A rea of aisles, "death s trips", and guarded zones through 

wooded areas cleared a rter August 13, 1961 

500,000- 550,000 sq. m 

In the Spri ng of 1965 the municipal authorities of East 
Berlin began to construct a so-called "modern frontier" 
along various parts of the. sector border. "More harmless" 
obstacles where to replace the unsigh tly border barriers, 
with their clutter of barbed wire entanglements, in making 
escape to West Berlin impossible. The aim o f this "modern 
frontier" ist obviously to do away with the unpleasan t 
impression of a prison evoked by the former barricading 
measures. 

Number and Type of Barricaded Roads 

The sector and 201,al borders in and around West Berlin 
cut 193 major and by-roads, only 9 of which were fully or , 
partially traversable at the end of December, 1966. (2 for 
inter-zone traffic and 7 for inter-sector traffic.) 
Included are: 

l Autobahn, 37 major roads, 
6 State highways, 149 roads and by-roads. 

The following roads are completely closed : 
55 within the sector area, 

129 within the zonal border area: a total of 184 roads. 
In addition: 

4 squares are divided or barricaded (Hindenburg
platz, Potsdamer Platz, Mariannenplatz, Lohmiihlen
platz). 


