
The Wall 

The Story of the Wall 

Anyone moving 
round Berlin 
today can 
hardly imagine 
how, for almost 
30 years, a 
Wall and 
barbed wire cut 
through and 
divided this 
lively, vibrant 
and 
cosmopolitan 
city. Even the 
people who live 
here now find it hard to retrace the course of the Wall. ln the 
ten years since 9 November 1989, the day the Wall came 
down, the two parts of Berlin have grown together. The Wall 
was built by the GDR regime in order to prevent its residents 
from fleeing the territory. On 13 August 1961 a government 
had its citizens walled in because it could no longer tolerate 
them voting with their feet. Thus, the division of Berlin, the 
division of Germany and Europe was sealed. for 29 long 
years, the Wall cut through the city, the country and the 
continent. 

Desperate refugees displayed incredible inventiveness in their 
attempts to climb O\ler, tunnel under or e\len fly o\ler the 
Wall. We know today that over 100 people died in these 
attempts. In 1961, practically overnight, the Wall broke up 
families and friendships, destroyed plans and hopes. In a 
slow and difficult process, it was possible to bring the former 
GDR to introduce a visitors' regulation, which reduced the 
pain somewhat. 

It was the upheavals and signs of dissolution in the socialist 
bloc in eastern Europe that gave Berlin and the Germans a 
fresh opportunity. On 9 November 1989, taken completely by 
surprise and weeping for joy, Berliners from East and West 
fell into each other's arms. The Wall had fallen, without 
violence and, so to say, as the result of a remark made in 
passing. Thousands celebrated at the border checkpoints, on 
Kurffirstendamm and at the Brandenburg Gate. rhat night 
will never be forgotten in Berlin. 
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