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FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ? 
Was ist am 11. April 1945 geschehen? 

Liberation of Buchenwald concentration camp 
Buchenwald liberation marked by Chancellor, survivors 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder urged the world to ensure that the evils perpetrated by the 
Nazi regime are never forgotten at ceremonies marking the 60th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Buchenwald death camp. 

"We will not allow lawlessness and violence, anti-Semitism, 
racism and xenophobia to have a chance again," Schroeder 
said Monday near where U.S. troops· liberated 21,000 
Buchenwald prisoners, 900 of them children, on April 11, 
1945. 

He added: "The death of millions, the suffering of the 
survivors, the torment of the victims - this is the basis of 
our task to create a better future. We cannot change 
history, but this country can learn a lot from the deepest 
shame of our history." 

Chance((or Gerhard Schroeder, right, 
with a camp survivor: «r bow before 
you, the victims and their families." 
bpa photo 

About 56,000 people died in Buchenwald, which the Nazi SS opened in 1937 to detain Jews, 
Sinti and Roma, homosexuals, the handicapped and dissidents. 

Named after the lush beech tree forests that surround it, Buchenwald held 240,000 inmates 
over eight years at a site shockingly close to Weimar, the eastern city known as one of the 
great centers of classical German culture. 

''This Weimar stands for humanity, enlightenment, 
idealism," Schroeder said in his speech. "It is the 
geographical closeness of culture and barbarism that makes 
us so speechless." 

Buchenwald had no gas chambers like the Auschwitz death 
camp in Poland, but prisoners there endured equally 
appalling terror and neglect. 

Inmates were subjected to backbreaking work, horrific 
medical experiments and intentional starvation. Disease 
claimed the lives of thousands more. Others were summarily 
executed by vicious guards. 

About 56,000 peopfe died fn 
Buchenwald, which the Nazi SS 
opened in 1937 to detain Jews, Sinti 
and Roma, homosexuals, the 
handicapped and dissidents. 

''They fell victim to hunger, sickness, the sadistic terror and systematic murder," Schroeder 
said in his speech. "I bow before you, the victims and their families." 

About 550 elderly camp survivors attended the commemoration, some wearing their prison 
uniform caps. Also in attendance at the event were U.S. veterans who recalled the hellish 
scenes that they witnessed six decades ago. 


