
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 13., der 14., und der 15. Februar-Bombing of Dresden 
(der 13. bis zum 15. Februar 1945) 

• r ann1versar 
DRESDEN, Germany - Chancellor 

Gerhard Schroeder warned Ger
mans not to forget their Nazi past 
Sunday as far-right supporters 
rallied in Dresden on Sunday to 
protest a devastating Allied 
bombing in World War II that 
killed an estimated 35,000 resi
dents 60 years ago. 

Schroeder said the anniver
sary was an occasion for people 
everywhere to unite against the 
"inhumanity of war." But the 
rally- and fears of street clash
es - cast a shadow over a day of 
remembrance and reflection on 
the U.S.-British air raids, which 
set off firestorms and destroyed 
the ·centuries-old city center. 

The chancellor vowed to fight 
neo-Nazis attempts to blur the 
historical context of the Feb. 13-
14, 1945, attack - part of a war 
started by Germany during 
which Adolf Hitler's teeime 
killed 6 million Jews in the Holo
caust. 

"Today w·e grieve for the vic
tims of war and the Nazi reign of 
terror in Dresden, in Germany 
and in Eu'rope," he said in a 
statement. ·'We will oppose· in 
every way these attempts to rein
terpret history. We will not allow 
cause and effect to be reversed." 

Commemorations began with 
the U.S. and British ambassadors 
to Germany silently laying 
wreaths at a Dresden cemetery 
where some of the bombing's vic
tims are buried. 

Some 5,000 far-right activists 
later rallied at the Saxony legis
lature and then marched throl!gh 
the city. Heading the march were 
leaders of the nationalist, anti
immigrapt National Democratic 
Party;which won seats in the leg-
islature last fall. · 

Dozens of marchers carried 
flaming torches and loudspeak
ers b lared music by Richard 
Wagner, Hitler's favorite com
poser. Banners described the 
attack as a "bomb Holocaust" 

and said, "The day of revenge 
will come." 

At least 4,500 people demon
strated against the far right, and 
police were out in force to keep 
the two sides apart. At dusk, resi
dents in the old town lit 4,000 
candles that were arranged to 
spell "This city is sick of nee
Nazis" in German. 

Evening ceremonies, including 
a memorial service, centered on 
the Frauenkirche, or Church of 
Our Lady. It was wrecked in the 
bombing and left in ruins by 
communist East Germany as an 
anti-war memorial, but has been 
lavishly rebuilt since Germany's 
1990 reunification. 

Dresden's destruction ·by three 
waves of British and U.S. 
bombers resonates deeply in 
Germany, in part because of the 
city's history as a cultural center 
_ ... one of Europe's most beauti
ful cities,'' Schroeder said. 

"The idea today is reconcilia
tion," said Dresden retiree Wolf
gang Herrmann, who witnessed 
the bombing as a 5-year-old boy. 
"War is war, and I think these 
comparisons of numbers Cof vic
tims) is pointless." 

But the far-right National 
Democratic Party, NDP, has 
caused widespread consternation 
with its heightened public pres
ence and rhetoric in recent 
months. Its state leaders in Saxony 
caused an uproar last month by 
appearing to compare the bomb
ing of Dresden with the Holocaust. 

The party's national leader 
expre.ssed admiration for Hitler 
in a weekend newspaper inter
view. 

"Only a great leader can com
mit great crimes," Udo Voigt was 
quoted as telling the Die Welt 
daily. "Of course Hitler achieved 
great things. He got rid of unem
ployment within a few years." 

He denied that his party mod
els itself on the Nazis. 
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• 

a city 
- -

destroyed 
Christiane Majeski remem

bers as if it were yesterday: 
The ground shook, the sky 

turned fiery red and as hot as 
devil's breath and her world ro. 
lapsed around her. · 

Just 10 years old on tha' '1i?1- . 
60 years ago, ChristianP. h· 
with her parents and a b1·. 11'· 
in a modest home about .
minute walk from dO\n. 
Dresden, a medieval cit.> 
southeastern Germany some
times called "the Florence of 
theElbe." 

On the night of Feb. 13, 1945, 
and the following morning, 1,299 
British and U.S. bombers dropped 
3,907 tons of bombs - a third of 
them ihcendiary bombs- on the 
city, whose normal population of 
640,000 had been swollen by tens 
of thousands of refugees fleeing 
the advancing Red Army. 
. Germans, including natives 
of the country who live in Pitts-

. burgh, are commemorating the 
anniversary today. The Institute 
for German American Rela
tions, headquartered in Pitts
burgh, has asked local churches 
to remember the victims of the 
Dresden fire raid in their ser
mons today. 

The bombs began falling 
about 10 p.m. Christiane always 
slept with her clothes laid out by 
her bed, in case she had to race 
for the bomb shelter that her fa
ther, Rudolf Simmgen, had dug 
across the walkway, near her 
·grandparents' home. 

Christiane stood rigid in the 
.shelter, clutching her mother 
Charlotte. 

"We could hear the big t:X· 
plosions m the town, a1 ~~ t'J·· 
little ones from the inc .... r . .io .. 
bombs," she said. "I rem0 Hl'" ·. 
praying over and over: ')>)1':-.t •• 
God, don't let the bombs h L 

house.'''------


