
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

History / Mai 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 
Was ist am 12. Mai 1949 geschehen? 

End of the Berlin Airlift/ Berliner Luftbri.icke 

In response, the Western Allies organized the Berlin 
airlift to carry supplies to the people of West Berlin, a 

difficult feat given the city's population. [l 1[2] Aircrews 
from the United States Air Force, the British Royal 
Air Force, the Royal Canadian Air Force, the Royal 
Australian Air Force, the Royal New Zealand Air 
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Force, and the South African Air Force[3J:338 flew 
over 200,000 flights in one year, providing to the West 
Berliners up to 8,893 tons of necessities each day, 
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such as fuel and food. [4] The Soviets did not disrupt 

the airlift for fear this might lead to open conflict. [S] 
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,.,. Berliners watch a Douglas C-54 Skyrnaster land at ~ 

Tempelhof Airport, 1946 

By the spring of 1949, the airlift was clearly succeeding, and by April it was delivering more cargo than had 
previously been tTansported into the city by rail. On 12 May 1949, the USSR lifted the blockade of West 
Berlin. The Berlin Blockade served to highlight the competing ideological and economic visions for 
postwar Europe. 

The Berlin Airlift was a tremendous Cold War 

victory for the United States. Without firing a 

shot, the Americans foiled the Soviet plan to 

hold West Berlin hostage, while 

simultaneously demonstrating to the world 

the "Yankee ingenuity" for which their nation 

was famous. For the Soviets, the Berlin crisis 

was an unmitigated disaster. The United 

States, France, and Great Britain merely 

hardened their resolve on issues related to 

Germany, and the world came to see the 

Russians as international bullies, trying to 

starve innocent citizens. 


