
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

Histor / Mai 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 
Was ist am 12. Mai 1949 geschehen? 

End of the Berlin Airlift/ Berliner Luftbrucke 

Postwar division of Germany 

From 17 July to 2 August 1945, the victorious Allied 
Powers reached the Potsdam Agreement on the fate of 
postwar Europe, calling for the division of defeated 
Germany into four temporary occupation zones (thus 
re-affirming principles laid out earlier by the Yalta 
Conference). These zones were located roughly 

around the current locations of the allied armies. (61 
Also divided into occupation zones, Berlin was 
located 100 miles (160 km) inside Soviet-controlled 
eastern Ge1many. The United States, United Kingdom, 
and France controlled western portions of the city, 

while Soviet troops controlled the eastern sector. [6] 

Berlin Blockade 

The Soviet zone and the AUies' rights of 
access to Berlin 

In the eastern zone, the Soviet authorities forcibly 
unified the Communist Party of Germany and Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) in the Socialist Unity Party 
("SED"), claiming at the time that it would not have a 

Marxist-Leninist or Soviet orientation.(?] The SED 
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The red area of Germany (above) is Soviet controlled 
East Germany. German territory east of the Oder
Neisse line (light beige) was ceded to Poland, while a 

portion of the easternmost section of Germany East 
Prussia, Konigsberg, was annexed by the USSR, as 
the Kaliningrad Oblast. 

The Berlin Blockade (24 June 1948 - 12 May 1949) 
was one of the first major international crises of the 
Cold War. During the multinational occupation of 
post- World War II Germany, the Soviet Union 
blocked the Western Allies' railway, road, and canal 
access to the sectors of Berlin under Western control. 
The Soviets offered to drop the blockade if the 
Western Allies withdrew the newly introduced 
Deutsche mark from West Berlin. 

leaders then called for the "establishment of an anti-fascist, democratic regime, a parliamentary democratic 

republic" while the Soviet Military Administration suppressed all other political activities.[81 Factories, 

equipment, technicians, managers and skilled personnel were removed to the Soviet Union. 


