
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This week in 

History./ April 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ... ? 
Was ist am 26. April 1945 geschehen? 

Liberation of ,Bergen-Bel sen concentration camp 

Ronald S. Lauder speaks to those gathered for the 
ceremony marking the 70th anniversary 

of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen. 

Ronald S. Lauder and Federal President 
Gauck at Bergen-Belsen Memorial on 

April 26, 2015 

In his speech, Ronald S. Lauder drew attention to how the survivors responded, not with revenge but 
with resolve. "Jews immediately moved toward the greatest directive that comes from the Jewish 
religion: life. They got on with their lives. Mourning gave way to thousands of marriages and new 

families emerged from the ashes. Can you imagine the courage this took?" 

However, he also pointed out the anti-Semitism that Jewish people again face in Europe 70 years after 
World War II. Addressing the survivors at the ceremony, Lauder said that the younger generation of 
Jews is committed to making sure that Jewish people do not fall victim to evil like it again. 

President Gauck, in conclusion, also said that subsequent generations of Germans will fulfill their 
responsibility. "We Germans are thankful for the great gift of reconciliation with our neighbors in Europe 
and all nations who were once caused immeasurable suffering by Germans. Today we commit 
ourselves once again not to deny or relativize the crimes and to keep alive the memory of the victims. 
By thinking of them, we who came after are accepting the task they assigned us: to preserve and protect 

human life and human dignity." 

BERGEN-BELSEN MEMORIAL 
Today the Bergen-Belsen Memorial is a place of remembrance, a place where historical research is 

carried out and historical knowledge is collected and preserved, and it is a place of learning and 

reflection. Every year, about 300,000 people visit the Memorial and more than 1,000 groups take part in 

guided tours, study days and projects. 

Bergen-Belsen Memorial 


