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History./ April 

FAMOUS EVENTS: What happened on ? 
Was ist am 26. April 1945 geschehen? 

Liberation of.Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
70 Years After Liberation: Commemoration at B~rgen-Belsen 

Commemoration at Bergen-Belsen 

The year 2015 will continue to be a year of commemorations as it was 70 years ago that World War II 
came to an end. On Sunday, Federal President Joachim Gauck was joined by Ronald S. Lauder, 
president of the World Jewish Congress, at a ceremony commemorating the 70th anniversary of the 
liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. Also taking part in the commemoration were some 100 
survivors of the camp, a number of British military veterans who liberated the camp in 1945, and people 
born in the displaced persons camp set up on the site after liberation. 

In his speech, President Gauck noted that Bergen-Belsen, which lies between Hamburg and Hannover 
in Lower Saxony, is located in the heart of Germany. "In the midst of this culture, of which we are proud; 
in the midst of this history in which we have our roots; in the midst of our homeland, which we love - in 
the midst of all this an inconceivable abyss opened up which cannot be adequately described using 
words such as 'terror,' 'disgrace' or 'guilt.' Places like Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald or Dachau symbolize 
this abyss in a quite unique way. They stand for the immense political, moral, cultural and humanitarian 

catastrophe into which the Third Reich led Germany and its people." 

• At least 52,000 Bergen-Belsen prisoners died of starvation, disease or abuse. 

• An especially large number of families were interned in Bergen-Belsen camp. It is estimated 
that around 3000 children under the age of 14 were imprisoned there in the last years of the 
war alone. 

• Among the families brought there as prisoners was that of Anne Frank. Anne and her sister 
Margot, died there before the camp was liberated in 1945. 

President Gauck expressly thanked the British soldiers who liberated the camp and then cared for the 
sick inmates, many of whom could not be saved, for their kindness and decency, even toward the 

Germans. 

"The British soldiers were ambassadors for a democratic culture which focused not on gaining revenge 
on the enemy, but on creating a new and sure foundation for justice and human dignity in Germany. 
Moreover, they came with express instructions from their Government to show fairness to the defeated 
nation, so that the Germans would themselves find their way back to fairness, too." 


