
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 26, 1955-AUSTRIAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
NOVEMBER 12, 1918-AUSTRIAN HISTORICAL HOLIDAY 

The Habsburg past also proved useful in marking out a distinctly Austrian identity, as well as being 

"a skilfully exploited tourist attraction," with Emperor Franz Josef and his wife Elisabeth - also 

known under the moniker Sissi - t urned into kitsch icons. 
-

Meanwhile Austria made the most of its neutral status during the Cold War, attracting the UN and 

several other major international organisations to open headquarters in Vienna. 

However in Hungary, the myth of Trianon remains very much alive in the national subconscious and 

has been "skilfully revived by Orban" after his return to power in 2010. 

He can now "easily mobilise the electorate" with a narrative which paints Hungary as having 

constantly been the victim of history: ftrst under Trianon, then communism, then liberalism, and 

today because of allegedly EB-backed immigration, says Rathkolb. 

Indeed, during this year's election campaign Orban claimed Brussels wanted to rob Hungarians of 

their country, "not with the stroke of a pen, as happened one hundred years ago at Trianon; now they 

want us to voluntarily hand our country over to others." 

By contrast, "Austria doesn't .labour under its past role as a big power and the nostalgia for Franz

Josef and Sissi is superficial. But in Hungary the belief persists that it was the country most 

wronged by the events of 

1919-20," says Austrian political scientist Anton Pelinka. 

Pan-German nationalism is still one strain of thought within the far-right Freedom Party (FPOe), 

currently in coalition with the centre-right. 

Even though in recent years the party has had to distance itself from that ideology, it has recently 

taken a leaf from Orban's book in floating the idea of Austrian citizenship for the German- and 

Ladin-speaking minorities in the Italian province of South Tyrol, which was also part of the 

Habsburg empire. 

But Rathkolb thinks that even "this suggestion lacks support and will probably end up quietly 

disappearing from the agenda". 


