
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 26, 1955-AUSTRIAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
NOVEMBER 12, 1918-AUSTRIAN HISTORICAL HOLIDAY 

tration camps and other forms of torment and anguish, 
was established following free elections in November of 
1945. This coalition government of compassion lasted 
over several elections for 21 years until 1966, and laid 
the foundation for the free and independent democratic 
state Austria bas been ever since, during the so-called Sec
ond Republic to the present. Even though it experienced 
many challenges, it raised the quality of life for its citizens 
to formerly Lmfamiliar levels, thereby creating a pluralistic 
society with a high standard of living. 

During this historical process, the country experienced 
several uplifting features, such as the mal<i.ng of a modern, 
partly industrialized infrastructure coupled with an ade
quate improvement of tl1e price-and-wage-index, a mod
ernization of the school system and other conveniences
including health care, guaranteed pay for vacations or 
old age pensions. In 1979, Vienna became the second 
of (now) tluee subsidiary, regional h.eadquarters of the 
United Nations (Geneva, Vie1ma and, more recently, Nai
robi) supporting tl1e main New York headquarters. State 
Chancellor Bruno Kreis.91 (1970- 1983), Austria's first 
social-democratic leader who had emigrated to Sweden 
during World War II and studied the social welfare insti
tutions of his host country, introduced many innovations 
of this kind in Austria. Kreisky died in 1990, hmvevcr, he 
did witness the umaveling of tl1e Iron Curtain benveen 
Austria and Hungary, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the 
implementation of many programs and developments 
which his political instinct helped set in motion ( although 
he had not been in the center of politics during the last 
fe,v years of bis life). 

The following historical events which saw the reunifica
tion of Germany in 1990, the ending oftl1e Soviet Union 
soon after and tl1e establishment of the European Union 
(which Austria joined in 1995, as voted for by 66.4% of 
the Austrian population) belong to tl1e highlights of the 
Second Republic of Austria. The inu·oduction of tl1e Euro 
currency and a renewed awareness of Austria's old con
nections witl1 other Central European countries took the 
nation to new levels of success and prosperity. Like many 
other European countries, Ausuia's history has had its 
ups and downs but with the knowledge of hindsight and 
an eye toward the future, the nation appears to be poised 
for bright days ahead. 

Finally, Austria's supeiior touiism has to be mentioned 
once more because it plays a vital role in Ausuia's econ
omy and has made great contiibutions to tl1e country's 
popularity and ambience. Any of Austria's nine states 
can offer sightseeing and holiday atn·actions year round. 

The natmal and culmral attributes from west to east and 
north to south are tremendous resources tl1at make this 
Republic in the Alps wortl1y of every celebration imagin
able. Given the prosperity and in1provements the coun
try has experienced over the last centmy, it has fulfilled 
an expectation that was written down about it centuries 
ago: A. E. I. 0. U. or, as one definition of this acronym 
suggests (albeit in Latin), Austria Erit In Orbe Ultima, 
whicl1 states (with more than a bit of pride), that Austria 
is the best thing on earth. May it stay tlrnt way- and con
gratulations! 
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