
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

OCTOBER 26, 1955-AUSTRIAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
NOVEMBER 12, 1918-AUSTRIAN HISTORICAL HOLIDAY 

0 n November 12, 2018, the Republic of Austria 
will be one hundred years old. Yet only a few 
people, if any, will celebrate the event with any 

exuberance. Today Austria stands as one of the wealthiest 
countries in the world, the country's tourism sites and 
marketing prowess draw millions of visitors each year and 
are the envy of much larger nations. The capital city of 
Vienna has a tight grip (ninth straight year) on its number 
one stams on the Mercer scale of the 231 most accom
modating cities- ahead of Zurich, Mtuuch and oth<,rs. 
Its parliamentary democracy serves as a political model 
and its educational system is commendable in many ways. 
Within the European Union, Austria enjoys a central po
sition among the surrounding countries. Most of them 
were former members of the Austro-Hungarian monar
chy which Austria left on November 12, 1918, when this 
large empire dissolved into several separate states (present 
day Austria being seen as the central one of them due to 
Vienna's political standing, to this day). 

Histo1ically the government of Austiia will recognize the 
centennial with events, exhibitions and festivities. It already 
did so ten years ago, by publishing a voluminous W~)rk in 
German for the ninetieth vear of the Republic's existence, 
with the rranslat~d Englisb title Austria-90 Years of Re
public, which was developed into a corresponding exhibit 
in Austria's parliament in Vienna. Many experts from vari
ous academic fields contributed. to th.is remarkable book, 
but it remains known only to a relatively small, involved 
readership. In its foreword the former president of Austi·ia, 
Dr. Heinz Fischer, w1derscored the difficulties faced by the 
Republic through the end of World War II while touting 
the nation's successes dwing the present era. 
lt isn't the founding day of tlus Republic that earns cele

bration as a national holiday but, instead, October 26 when 
Austria became a free and sovereign nation after ·world War 
II in 1955. One must remember that the Republic's one 
bw1dred years were interrupted by seven years of annexa
tion by tl1e Third Reich (1938- 1945) and (before that 
time) Austria's right-wing dictatorship (1934-1938) that 
opposed Nazi Germany. Austiia's first sixteen years after 
World War I could be compared to the struggles of the 
Weimar Republic (1919-1933) in Germany in as much as 
Austria's democracy showed many shortcomings in the po
litical party system, serious inflation after World War I and 

a confrontational social party grouping. It ended, an1ong 
other negative events, with a short, but bloody Civil War 
from February 12-16, 1934, when several hundred people 
lost their lives and many mo.re were injured. In May 1934, 
a constimti.on was installed that gave the right-wing parties 
supremacy over the others, for which the term Austro-Fas-

cism has been coined. Nonetheless, because of the opposi
tion to the Nazis by these right-wing parties, this term for 
tl1e Austrian right-wing dictatorship during these tumultu
ous years is questioned by many histmians, because it was, 
as mentioned, in juxtaposition to Nazi-Germany and Mus
solini-Fascism. In the 1920s and 1930s pre-Hitler Austria 
never adopted Hitler's ideology officially on the govern
ment level, although many Austrians p1ivately followed the 
Fuhrer's questionable politics that led into the disaster of 
World War II. In fact, many Austrian political leaders on 
the 1ight and the left were incarcerated by the, Nazis and 
sent to concentration camps; others had to emigrate. 

That desc1ibes; in a nutshell, the situation of the early 
or first Republic of Austria. Before we turn to successful 
and peaceful Austiia after "\Vorld vVar II one historical fact 
has to be illuminated; it pertains to the first few years af
ter World War I. The early Austrian government after the 
founding of the Republic on November 12, 1918, was 
social-democratic and wanted to join Germany. A related 
document exists and was signed by then state chancellor 
Dr. Karl Renner and presented at the peace negotiations 
after World War I to the Entente forces . They refosed 
the suggestion and Austria had to stay independent from 
Germany. Renner's government did not maintain its lead
ership very long, yet managed to have a monument to the 
Republic of Austiia erected, that shows the busts of three 
leading Austiian socialists, namely Jalcob Reumann, Dr. 
Viktor Adler and Ferdinand Hanusch. Austrian socialism 
has maintained its stronghold (i.e. its city government) in 
the capital of Vienna during the past century, except for 
the seven Hitler years. The great socialist leader, physician 
Dr. Vil,tor Adler, died on November 11, 1918, the day 

before the Republic was proclaimed. The other two so
cialists became leading figures in the first city government 
of Vienna, with Reumann holding the position of the 
city's first mayor from 1919 to 1923. Years later, Hitler 
picked up Renner's docUD1ent and made it part of his ref
erendum after lus annexation of Austiia in 1938, guaran
teeing that Austria would be muted with Germany. Sadly 
certain Ausnians on the left, including Dr. Karl Renner, 
took this bait and voted with an infamous "yes" to Hit
ler's lure. Because of his many favorable political actions 
for Austria and against the Nazis otherwise, Renner was 
made Austria's first federal president after World War II 
from 1945 to his death in 1950. 

The opposition to Hider's empire had many oppressed. 
Austrians come together and communicate with one an
other in captivity during the war. Therefore, after the de
mise of the Third Reich, a coalition government of these 
former political adversaries, who had survived conccn-


