
Empire] which are now un
der Turkish rule should be as-

approach to international re
lations. Barely ten years after 
it had gone into effect on 24 
July 1929, and less than a year 
after Neville Chamberlain is 

sured an undoubted security 
of life and an absolutely un
molested opportunity of au
tonomous development." The 
Peace Treaties ofNeuilly of27 
November 1919 with Bulgar
ia, of Trianon with Hungary 
of 4 June 1920, or Neuilly of 
10 August 1920 with Austria, 
more or less sincerely tried to 
address these issues but, in the 
emotion-laden atmosphere of 
the months immediately after 

Above left: A World War I American Army field hospital operating 
inside the ruins of a church. Courtesy Library of Congress. Above 
right: American soldier, or "Doughboy• circa 1918. 

said to have exclaimed "Peace 
in our time!" in relief once 
Hitler had signed the Mu
nich Agreement in September 
1938, another war devastated 
Europe and the world, a war 
whose roots, most historians 
agree, are embedded deeply in 

the war, any attempt at impartiality 
was doomed to failure. The peoples of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire were 
frequently forced to live together ei
ther by military dictatorships at home, 
threats from the resentful losers of the 
wa1· abroad in the inter-war years, or 
both and then by communists despots 
after 1945. They were able to exercise 
that "opportunity of autonomous 
development" only after the fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe. The 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mon
tenegro, and, most recently, Kosovo, 
have emerged after a long delay as in
dependent nations out of the ruins of 
the Habsburg Empire that had fallen 
apart in 1918. More often than not 
their dreams of nationhood had to be 
wrested from a resentful Serbia, the 
very Serbia whose territorial ambi
tions had led to the assassination of 
Francis Ferdinand in June 1914, and 
it only became reality after tens of 
thousands of innocent men, women, 
and children had once again lost their 
lives. 

Nor are the peoples of the Balkans 
alone in their struggle. In the Middle 
East, British Foreign Secretary Ar
thur James Balfour had assured Lord 
Rothschild on 2 November 1917, 
that "His Majesty's Government 
view with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, and will use their best 
endeavours to facilitate the achieve-

ment of this object, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non
Jewish communities in Palestine, or 
the rights and political status enjoyed 
by Jews in any other country." The 
Jewish State, promised in 1917 and 
created in a bloody war thirty years 
later after the indescribable horrors of 
the Holocaust, has never been accept
ed by most of her Arab neighbors and 
continues in a life and death struggle 
for its very existence. 

Germany, rightly or wrongly 
blamed in 1919 for starting the war in 
1914, literally and figuratively fought 
the hardest to undo the results of the 
Armistice of 1918 and the peace that 
followed. United in their opposition 
to the "war guilt" clause and the "hu
miliation" of Versailles, Germans re
jected all attempts to make the "War 
to End all Wars" the "War that had 
Ended all Wars." Though the signato
ries, including the German Republic, 
of the "Treaty Providing for the Re
nunciation of War as an Instrument 
of National Policy," of 1928 (better 
known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact) 
"solemnly dedare[d] in the names 
of their respective peoples that they 
condemn recourse to war for the so
lution of international controversies, 
and renounce it as an instrument 
of national policy in their relations 
with one another," the times were 
not yet ready for such a radical new 

the causes and consequences 
of that "Great War." It was 

only in 1989, seventy-five years after 
the beginning of the First World War, 
that the division of Europe brought 
about in 1948 to 1949 finally ended 
and a re-united German state emerged 
as a democratic state within the family 
of nations. No, we cannot "live in the 
past," yet in some way, shape, or form 
it is always going to be with us. 

Del~no Borroni. Italy. Born Au
gust 1898. Henry John Patch. Great 
Britain. Born June 1898. John Cam
bell Ross. Australia. Born March 
1899. Frank Woodruff Buckles. Unit
ed States. Born February 1901. Four 
men. If we add Fernand Goux from 
France, born 31 December 1899, 
called to service on 19 April 1918 
but excluded from official French lists 
since he does not have the required 
three months of combat service, there 
are five known living veterans of the 
land war. Add Henry William Alling
ham, Royal Navy, born June 1896, 
and Claude Stanley Choules, Royal 
Navy, born March 1901, there are a 
mere seven veterans still living as of 
August 2008. They are the last survi
vors of the millions of men who fought 
in the "Great War.'' Is it reasonable 
to hope-against all hope? - that 
though they may soon be gone they 
will not take with them the dream 
that some day there will have been a 
"War that Ended all Wars"? GL 


