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The War to End all Wars? 
Reflections on the ninetieth anniversary of the Armistice on 

11 November 1918 that ended the Great War. 

The War to End all Wars? 
As the worldwide survivors of veterans of World War 
I have diminished to a mere handful, the promise of 
world peace which so many fought and died for was 
subsequently dashed by political developments unforesee:n 
by the peacemakers of the day. • .. 

E rich Kastner of Germany died on 1 
January 2008. Stanislaw Woycech of 
Poland on 12 January. Louis de Gaze

nave of France on 20 January. The American 
Harry Richard Landis died on 4 February. The 
Frenchman Lazare Ponticelli on 12 March. 
Yakup Satar from Turkey on 2 April. Franz 
Kunstler from Hungary on 27 May. Francesco 
Domenico Chiarello from Italy on 27 June. 

Though they had never met, these men had 
much in common. Not only were they all well 
over one hundred years old at the t ime of their 
deaths, they were also among the last, if not the 
very last, of the veterans of World War I. T hey 
fought for their respective countries in what 
was commonly referred tO as "The War tO End 
all Wars," the war that was to make the world 
"Safe for Democracy" or to give their country 
that "Place in the Sun" that their monarchs 
thought they were denied. They had all lived 
to see, sometimes even fought in, another 
World War, this time in order to bring about 
freedom from want and fear, of speech and of 
religion or that Lebensraum for the Superior 
Race, depending which side you were on. 

Below left: The armistice treaty 
between the Allies and Germany was signed in 
a railway carriage in France's Compiegne For
est on November 11, 1918. Marshal of France 
and Allied supreme commander Ferdinand 
Foch is second from the right. 

Finally, whether they had been known as a 
Doughboy, poilou, Soldat, digger, or Tommy 
in their time, they were all painfully aware that 
their sacrifice and suffering had failed to achieve 
the goals and purposes they had been told they 
were fighting for. Ninety years after the end 
of the war, they all agreed instead that "War 
is something absurd, useless, that nothing can 
justify. Nothing,'' as Cazenave rold Le Monde 
newspaper in a 2005 interview. Shortly before 
his death, Ki.instler, who was born in Hungary 
but had lived in Germany since 1946, told a 
journalist of the German magazine Cicero that 
he was anything but proud to be the last living 
soldier of the Austrian Emperor. "The youth 
had to murder each other. Is that just? No." 
Ever since a Catholic priest had blessed the 
cannon of his unit in the Alps in the spring of 
1918, encouraging the soldiers to destroy their 
enemies, Kiinstler had refused tO set foot in 
a church. Ninety years later he was stiU won
dering "How can a priest say something like 
that?" Across the channel, Englishman Henry 
John Patch, one of the last living veterans of 
the Great War, recalled in July 2007, just af
ter his 109th birthday, how a few years earlier 
he had met a German veteran who had fought 


