
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL This .. .tee@ F. 

I 

FA OUS EVE TS: What happere-a on .. . ? 

Was ist am 11. November 1918 geschehen? 
Waffenstillstand des ersten Welkrieges I end of World War One 

veterans Day 

ovember 11, or what has come to be known as Veterans Day, was 
originally set as a U.S. legaJ holiday to honor Armistice Day - the end 
of World War 1, which officially took place on November 11, 1918. In 
legislature that was passed in I 938, November 11 was "dedicated to the 
cause of world peace and to be hereafter celebrated and known as 

'Armistice Day.' As such, this new legal holiday honored World War! veterans. 

ln 1954, after having been through both World War II and 
the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress, at the urging 
the veterans service organizations, amended the Act 
1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the 
word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation on 
June 1, 1954, November 11 became a day to honor 
American veterans of all wars. 

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday BiU ensured three-day!!!!!!!!!~~! 
weekends for Federal employees by celebrating four President E isenhower signs 
national holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, HR7786, officially changing 
Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. Under Armistice Day to Veterans 
this bill, Veterans Day was moved to the last Monday Day. 
October. Many states did not agree with this decision and L------- ---..J 
continued to celebrate the holiday on its original date. The first Veterans Day under the 
new law was observed with much confusion on October 25, 1971. 

Finally on September 20, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a law wh.ich returned the 
annual observance of Veterans Day to its original date of November 11, beginning in 
1978. Since then, the Veterans Day holiday has been observed on November 11. 

Celebrating Veterans Day 

If the November 11 holiday faJis on a non-workday- Saturday or Sunday- the holiday 
is observed by the Federal government on Monday (if the holiday falls on Sunday) or 
Friday (if the holiday falls on Saturday). Federal government closings are established by 
the U.S. Office of Personnel Management. State and locaJ government closings are 
determined locaJiy, and non-government businesses can close or remain open as they see 
fit, regardless of Federal, state or local government operation determinations. 

United States Senate Resolution 143, which was passed on August 4, 2001 , designated the 
week of November 11 through November 17, 2001, as "National Veterans Awareness 
Week." The resolution calls for educational efforts directed at elementary and secondary 
school students concerning the contributions and sacrifices of veterans. 

To all the men and women who bravely serve our country, both past and present, we 
salute you! ---


