
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 2. November-ALLERSEELEN I ALL SOULS DAY 
,AIIer~eelen" I "All Souls Day:" 

• It is a religious holiday and not a public holiday. 
• Es ist ein katholisches Fest zum Gedenken der Verstorbenen. 
• Auf den Friedhofen werden die Graber mit einer Kerze als Symbol fUr das ewige 

Licht geschmiickt. 

All Souls' Day in the United States is dedicated to prayers for the dead. The Day of the Dead is also 

celebrated on this day. Many western churches annually observe All Souls' Day on November 2 

Background 
All Souls' Day was first instituted at the monastery in Cluny in 993 CE and quickly spread throughout the Christian 

world. People held festivals for the dead long before Christianity. It was Saint Odilo, the abbot of Cluny in France, 

who in the 10th century, proposed that the day after All Saints' Day be set aside to honor the departed, particularly 

those whose souls were still in purgatory. Today the souls of the faithful departed are commemorated. Although All 

Souls' Day is observed informally by some Protestants, it is primarily a Roman Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox 

holy day. 

The Day of the Dead celebrations can be traced back to the various indigenous groups, such as the Aztecs and 

other pre-Hispanic civilizations, from as far back as 3000 years ago. Skulls were collected and used during rituals 

to symbolize death and rebirth. 

Symbols 
The skull, which symbolizes death and/or rebirth, is used for All Souls' Day. With regard to the Day of the Dead, 

elaborately decorated skulls, including those made of candy, are made for the day. The Marigold is a traditional 

flower that is associated with the dead. Some say that the flower represents the rays of the sun, which is linked 

with life, so the deceased have not lost their place in the universe. The raven and the crow have both been linked 

with death, although some say that the crow tends to be confused with the raven, which they claim is the true 

symbol associated with death. 

Actually, the above mentioned cere
mony is not on before the next day - All 
Souls's Day, observed by the Catholic 
Church as a day of prayer for souJs in 
purgatory. In the past it was customary on 
this day to give bread to the poor - maybe 
a Christian variety of the sacrificial offer
ings of the heathens for their dead. 

Alternative name 
Day of the Dead 

All Souls' Day 2013 
Saturday. November 2, 2013 

All Souls' Day 201 4 
Sunday, November 2, 2014 

On Allerseelen, Catholics Visit 
the Churchyards 

The 1st of November, "Allerheiligen;· is the Catho
lic memorial day for aU saints not accorded special days 
in the church calendar. It originated from a memorial 
day for the Christian martyrs. Immediately following 
is "Allerseelen," All Souls Day, which is the more im
portant day for the majority of the Catholic popula
tion, as it is dedicated co the prayer for and the memory 
of all dead. The day ist marked by church ceremonies 
and by visits w the churchyards. The people place 
burning candles on the graves of their dead (this is 
sometimes also done on the occasion of ocher holidays 
now). In earlier times it was customary to give bread to 
the poor on All Souls Day, a custom which in pan de
veloped from oblations for the deceased. In some areas 
godparents used to give their godchildren specially 
shaped pastry on this day. Superstitious beliefs about 
walking souls who could not find rest in their graves 
also played a role on All Souls Day in former times. 


