
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 1. November-ALLERHEILIGEN I ALL SAINTS DAY 

"In former times it was usual in Getmany that when someone died, he l>1ayed at home," he said. "The 

family, the neighbors, the whole village were able to say goodbye, to see what death means and ... you 

ha,·e to give [the body] away at a certain point because it's changing." 

Now things are different. David decries what he says has become a "very sterile approach" to death in 

Germany. 

R<" hves can add a personal touch to the grave 

"Normally e'·erything happens really fast, and you don't see the person who died again," he said. "A 

funeral director comes and takes away your beloved one. The next thing you see is a coffin or a small 

urn that goes into the gravesite. You don't understand or sec what happened there." 

A grave affair 

Germany has stl"ict burial laws. It's one of the only countries in the world, for example, where 

cremated remains must be inten-ed directly in a cemetery, instead of being kept at home or scattered 

outdoors. David believes legal limitations shouldn't interfere with the personal grieving process. 

"All we know about previous cultures, like the Romans, the Egyptians, we know from their gra,·es," 

said David. "If you find our remains in soo years, you can say about us tl1at we have been always 

lawful and perfectly hygienic." 

At any one time there are 30 to 40 bodies at his family's funeral home. Living rooms have been set up 

where the berea,·ed can sit with the deceased. David said it's important people spend as much time 

with the body as they need- even if it takes three weeks -to accept what has happened. 

He encourages mourners to add a personal touch 

to the burial by creating something unique to put 

at the gravesite. They can also paint a coffin or 

build their own with the home's coffin constmction 

kits. 

"The principle is more or less a bit like being yom· 

own pharaoh," David said. "There is nothing 

rid iculous or stupid, as long as it has a meaning for 

them." Foot bull fans show their commitment beyond the grave 


