
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 1. November -ALLERHEILIGEN I ALL SAINTS DAY 

All Saints' Day 
All Saints' Dav • All Souls' Dav • Dav of the Dead 

All Saints' Day (in the Roman Catholic Church officially the Solemnity of All Saints and also called All Hallows or 

Hallowmas(1J), often shortened to All Saints, is a solemnity celebrated on 1 November by parts of Western 
Christianity, and on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Eastern Christianity, in honor of all the saints, known and 
unknown. 

In Western Christian theology, the day commemorates all those who have attained the beatific vision in Heaven. It 
is a national holiday in many historically Catholic countries. In the Roman Catholic Church, the next day, All Souls' 
Day, specifically commemorates the departed faithful who have not yet been purified and reached heaven. 

Catholics celebrate All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day in the fundamental belief that there is a prayerful spiritual 
communion between those in the state of grace who have died and are either being purified in purgatory or are in 
heaven (the 'church penitent' and the 'church triumphant', respectively), and the 'church militant' who are the 
living. Other Christian traditions define, remember and respond to the saints in different ways. 

Customs 

Roman Catholic Obligation 
In the Roman Catholic Church, All Saints' Day is a Holy Day of Obligation in many (but not all) countries, meaning 
going to Mass on the date is required unless one has a good reason to be excused from that obligation, such as 
illness. However, in a number of countries that do list All Saints' Day as a Holy Day of Obligation, including 
England & Wales, the solemnity of All Saints' Day is transferred to the adjacent Sunday if 1 November falls on a 
Monday or a Saturday, while in the same circumstances in the United States the Solemnity is still celebrated on 

November 1 but the obligation to attend Mass is abrogated. 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/allsaints/ 


