
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 1. November -ALLERHEILIGEN I ALL SAINTS DAY 

Itis a Roman Catholic festival and a day to pay tribute to the saints in the independent 
Evangelica l Lutheran church. Pope Gregory IV instigated the November 1 as the day on 
which the entire western church is to commemorate the saints back in t he 9th century. 

,AIIerheiligen" I ,All Saints Day:" . 
• It is a legal rel igious holiday in Baden-Wurttemberg, Bayern, Nordrhem-

Westfalen, Saarland, and Rheinland-Pfalz. 
• In Bavaria there are special regulations in communities with a predominantly 

Protestant population. 
• Catholics use this day to visit cemeteries to put flowers and candles on the 

graves for "All Souls Day." 
• Es ist ein Fest der katholischen Kirche zum Gedachtnis alter Heiligen und 

Seligen. . . 
• Papdt Gregor der 4. hatte im 9. Jahrhundert fur die gesamte Chrastenhe1t das 

Fest vorgeschrieben. 

All Saints' Day November 1 - All Saints' Day 

November 1st is an important holiday in the Catholic areas. On this 
day all of the saints (Heiligen) and those who have yet be be 
canonized (heiliggesprochen) are remembered and paid respect. 

Allerhelllgen and Allerseelen 

The 1st of November, "Allerheiligen," is the Cath
olic memorial day for all saints not accorded 
special days in the church calendar. It originated 
from a memorial day for the Christian martyrs. 
Immediately following is "AIIerseelen," All Souls 
Day, which is the more important day for the 
majority of the Catholic population, as it is 
dedicated to the prayer for and the memory of 
all dead. The day is marked by church ceremonies 
and by visits to the churchyards. The people 
place burning candles on the graves of their 
dead (this is sometimes also done on the occa
sion of other holidays now). In earlier times if 
was customary to giv(l bread to the poor on All 
Souls Day, a custom which in part developed 
from oblations for the deceased. In some areas 
godparents used to give their godchildren . ~pe
cially shaped pastry on this day. Superst1t1~us 
beliefs about walking souls who could not fmd 
rest in their graves also played a role on All 
Souls Day in former times. 

Already the first day of the month is a 
Catholic memorial day. Its name 
"Allerheiligen"- All Saints's Day- means 
that the Faithful commemorate all unkown 
saints and all those who don't have their 
own day on the calender. The holiday has 
its origin in the early days of Christianity, 
where those were remembered who died 
as martyrs for their faith. It has become a 
custom that, on this day already, many 
Catholics visit the gravei of the deceased 
members of their family, decorate them 
and light candles. For practicing Catholics, 
but also for everybody else, it is a nui
sance, when the All Saints Day falls on a 
Sunday, like this year- no extra free day.:... 


