
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

ADVENTSZEIT / ADVENT SEASON 

Marking the Advent Season 

Celebrating the Advent season, which begins four Sundays before Christmas, is a tradition in 
Germany. Advent calendars, whether homemade or mass-produced, are a favorite of children and the 

young at heart. Advent wreaths can be found in many homes. 

Embracing the joy of giving 
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Before the colorful leaves of autumn have finished falling from the trees, department stores in 
Germany are already bursting with festive wares. 

As a rule, though, it is not until the few days before the first 
Sunday in Advent that preparations for the most important event 
in the festive calendar begin in earnes~. By that time, there is 
hardly a city in the land without an impressive display of Christmas 
lights. Many smaller towns do not like to be outdone either. 

" 
Advent is still a time of contemplation - but today the celebratory 
aspect takes precedence. Employees of companies and businesses 
meet up for Christmas parties, and the owners of cafes and 
restaurants enjoy record takings. 

The streets are full of Christmas market stalls with seasonal 
handicrafts, snack bars and booths offering cups of mulled wine, 
while all around, people clutch bulging carrier bags as a sign of the 
annual shopping rush that generates millions of euros in income 
for retailers. 

The splendidly-decorated show windows and ever-present seasonal 
music help ensure that business booms. During the four weeks 

During the four weeks before 
Christmas, business reaches its 
climax since more presents are 
exchanged than at any other time 
of the year. dpa photo 

before Christmas, business reaches its climax since more presents are exchanged than at any 
other time of the year. 

During Advent, many people feel touched by their social conscience and make donations of 
various kinds. Beggars on the streets are more likely to find people generous, while both 
church and private charities, which use the season to launch major campaigns, find 
themselves taking in huge amounts of money. 

For this reason Christmas is also seen as a festival of giving presents. 


