
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEST 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

ADVENTSSITTEN I ADVENT CUSTOMS 
ADVENTSKALENDER/ADVENTCALENDAR 

calendar: der Kalender, die Kalender 

COuntdown to Chrisbnas, 
Wrth an Advent-Calendar 

T he Advent-calendar has become such 
an integral part of preparations for 

Christmas in Germany, and plays such a 
major role in heightening anticipation of I 
the event, that it is almost inconceivable 
that there was a time without such a calen- ~ 
dar. Indeed: this "traditional" Christmas 
component is barely 81 years old! It was as I 
recently as 1908 that Gerhard Lang of 

1 Munich struck on this delightful (and suc
cessful) idea. Actually it was prompted by 
his own recollections of impatiently await-

1 ing the great event of Christmas as a young 1 

lad. Little Gerhard had so nerved his' pa
rents with the question "When is Santa I 
Claus coming?" that his mother drew little 
numbered squares on a cardboard box 
counting down the days 'till Xmas. To 
young Gerhard each square had meant 
one more time getting up and going to bed 
in the long wait for Christmas Eve. But to 
"sweeten" it for her little boy, Gerhard's 
mother had sewn a cookie on each square. 

It was a fabulous idea, and many years 
later Gerhard Lang revived and marketed 
it in a different form: Twenty-four little 
verses were printed in squares, with an 
accompanying sheet of little pictures which 
matched them. Every day children cut out 
and pasted a picture on the matching 
verse. It was not long before school classes 
and children's magazines followed suit, 
producing all sorts of variations on the 
idea. 

In retrospect it can be said that it took 
about five years for the Lang-Advent
Calendar to find its place in (almost) all 
children's rooms or on windows. Follow
ing the First World War- which temporar
ily halted the spread of this "fad" - this 
"pre-Christmas game with the 24 little 
doors" (which begin to be opened on De
cember 1st) gained growing acceptance 
and popularity. And eventually it even 
became known and popular in other coun
tries. The Advent-calendar soon became 
subject to adaption to contemporary tastes 
and follies: In the Third Reich, for exam
ple, in which the Christmas celebration 
was supposed to shed an of its Christian 
significance , calendars were produced with 
mystical Germanic idols. The sweet calen
dars produced today laden with chocolate 
have been on the market since 1935. 

The Advent-calendar of the sixties with 
pictures of the first landing on the moon 
was a flop. Today, however, Advent
calendars with pictures of Mickey-Mouse 
or Superman are a hit. There are, of 
course, also artistic versions with religious 
pictures depicting biblical stories from the · 
Old and New Testaments. This includes 
the crib with the Christchild, angels and 

the three shepherds. Advent-calendar ex
perts, however, have determined that the 
most popular are calendars with "roman
tic, provincial towns". 

For several years, deviations from the 
traditional Advent-calendar have been 
making inroads into the market. Now, for 
instance, you can buy 24 little packages 
strung on a string or placed ·in compart
ments of a seedling box, or hidden in the 
branches of a felt christmas tree. There is I 
no limit to. the possibilities for variation, 
just as long as there are 24 surprises! 

The Advent-calendar has even been the 
subject of a scientific study. A German 
student earned his Masters of Science de- !· 

gree with a report on "Pre-Christmas Em
bellishments", which includes a long chap
ter on the history of the Advent-calendar 
as a "Christmas countdown mechanism". 

This German invention became a custom at the turn of the 20th century and has since advanced to worldwide 

popularity. 

Advent calendars in Germany have 24 small windows or doors which open to reveal a picture, candy or other small gift. 
Needless to say, it is a favorite with children because it helps them pass the long waiting time until Christmas Eve, the 
day on which presents are shared in Germany. 

Many families put great effort into crafting their own special calendars. Also a seemingly endless variety of calendars 
can be found in stores-from simple cardboard panels hiding chocolate to elaborate three-dimensional structures 

containing toys. 


