
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Lent 

Carnival Season: Fastnachtszeit oder Fastenzeit 

die funfte Jahreszeit / the fifth season of the year 

Germany's "Fifth Season" 
Thousands of costume-clad revelers gathered in cities and towns across Germany's Rhine 
River valley to usher in the beginning of the Carnival season at precisely 11: 11 a.m. on 
Thursday - the eleventh day of the eleventh month of the year. 

"It's the best party in the world," one carouser said of the 
"Fifth Season" between November 11 and Ash Wednesday, 
which next year falls on February 9. "It's like Easter and 
Christmas rol!ed into one." 

Festivities were largest in the western cities of Cologne and 
Duesseldorf, Germany's self-declared Carnival capitals, as 
well as in the southern city of Mainz. 

Yet the German capital Berlin, too, saw its fair share of 

Carnival: "It's the best party in the 
worfd. n 

outlandish costumes and beer-swilling - mainly among civ il servants uprooted from 
Carnival-crazed Bonn, the country's former administrative capital. 

The raucous celebrations will culminate in the mass street parades and festivities around 
the country next February 8, known as Fat Tuesday. 

If you visit a town in Germany's Rhineland or in the southwestern region during the supposedly dark 

days of winter you're likely to find the whole place thrown topsy-turvy. That's because the period before 

Ash Wednesday is known as Carnival or the fifth season. 
- - - - --

Carnival - Crazy, Zany Winter Days 

Dancing girls are carried through the 
streets of Cologne during the Rose 
_Monday parade. 

If you visit a town in Germany's Rhineland or in the southwestern region during the supposedly dark 
days of winter you're likely to find the whole place thrown topsy-turvy. That's because the period before 

Ash Wednesday is known as Carnival or the fifth season. 

Carnival - known in German as Karneval , Fastnacht, Fasching, Fassenacht, or Fasnet, depending on 

the region - has its roots in the spring celebrations of pre-Christian times, when people wore masks to 
scare away winter spirits and welcomed the rebirth of nature with singing and dancing. Today it is 
observed mainly in Catholic regions as a season of feasting and fun before the fasting period of Lent. 


