
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Lent 

Carnival Season: Fastnachtszeit oder Fastenzeit 

die fi.infte Jahreszeit / the fifth season of the year 

Beginning and peak of the festival season 

The carnival session, also known as the "Fifth Season", begins each year on 11 November at 11: 11 a.m. 
and finishes on Ash Wednesday of the following year with the main festivities happening around 
"Rosenmontag" (Rose Monday). 

Although the festivities and parties start as early as the beginning of January, the actual carnival week 
starts on the Thursday ("Weiberfastnacht") before Ash Wednesday (in Germany). The big German 
carnival parades are held on the weekend before and especially on Rosenmontag, the day before Shrove 
Tuesday, and sometimes also on Shrove Tuesday ("Faschingsdienstag") itself in the suburbs oflarger 
carnival cities. In Austria, festivities tend to culminate sooner, on "Faschingsamstag", the Saturday 
before Rosenmontag. ~--

It is the last fling before the fasts of Lent and there 
is no celebration quite like Carnival in Germany 

S ince ancient times, new begin
nings have been celebrated -
that is Carnival. Worship of 
Dionysus and Bacchus min

gled with pagan rites of Spring, until 
finally co-opted by the Church after a 
failure to suppress the festivities. "Car
nivale" is Latin for "Flesh, farewell," 
and most carnivals are pegged to the 
last blast before the Lenten fast lead
ing to Easter. 

Carn ival absorbs local traditions, 
with blends fascinating to this writer, 

who catches a different carnival cul
ture each year - out of a sense of duty. 
The underlying theme remains renew
al. Let go of the bad things, the disap
poi ntmen ts and failures of the past 
year. ________ _ 

Western carnivals generally climax 
at midnight on Shrove (Fat) Tuesday 
- Feb. 5, 2008. Orthodox religions 
have different traditions and carnival 
dates can vary as much as a month. 
Schedules differ, so consult tourist 
boards and the Internet. 

Carnival parade in Mainz 

German carnivals include Mainz, 
Diisseldoii, and several towns in the 
Black Forest. There is a new carnival 
in Berlin that is humble but heartfelt, 
transplanted by Cologne refugees . 
Munich sports a one-day street party. 
Swiss carnivals include Lucerne, 
Bellinzona, and Berne. 

Two cities showcasing how different 
carnivals can be, with schedules that 
al low revelers to visit both, are 
Cologne, Germany, (www.koeln.de) 
and Basel, Switzerland, (www.basel.ch) . 


