
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Lent 

Carnival Season: Fastnachtszeit oder Fastenzeit 

die funfte Jahreszeit / the fifth season of the year 

KARNEVAL - The "Fifth Season" in Germany 

Kameval (Carnival), also called the "fifth season" in Germany, is an annual celebration filled with 

festivities and colorful processions around this time of year. Throughout Germany, at parties and 

carnival themed events, people dressed up in all sorts of costumes and masks line the streets to join in 

on the fun and merriment of this age old tradition that dates back the 19th century. The first Carnival 
parade took place in Cologne, Germany in 1823. While Cologne remains a stronghold for Carnival 

today, with its costume balls and world-famous parades, in other parts of Germany, Carnival has also 

taken root. For example, the Rheinish Carnival is held in D0sseldorf and Mainz. In Baden and Swabia 

(Southwestern Germany) "Swabian-Alemannic" Carnival, known as Fastnacht, takes place. Fastnacht 
represents the time of year when the reign of the cold, grim winter spirits is over and these spirits are 

hunted down and finally expelled. 

The story of Carnival today is an interesting mix of rituals, mummeries and customs that began in 

medieval times. Back then, some pagan rites were actually adopted by Christians. The pre-Easter 
fasting period of Christianity has been heralded with Carnival (Latin: came levare = meat farewell). 

During this time, these Christian ceremonies often turned into a rigorous practice much to the chagrin of 
the church. Nevertheless, the medieval peoples kept their tradition in ,defiance of church authority and 

the early custom stuck around for centuries. Later, in the 1700s, the first parades and costume balls 

came to Germany from Venice. At first, these balls were reserved for the nobility and the rich 

bourgeoisie, but after the French revolution, French troops came to Germany and allowed the Germans 

to organize a parade. In the following decades, Germany continued with its new festivity. In 1823, the 

first "Carnival Commission." was founded. In February of the same year, the city of Cologne celebrated 
its first Rose Monday procession with the motto "Accession to the throne of the hero Carnival". 

Afterwards the people of Cologne couldn't be stopped anymore from celebrating. One commission after 

the other was founded. The Carnival was thus firmly established in Germany. 

Officially the period of Carnival begins on the 11th of November at 11: 11 am. Many festivities take place 

on that day, but the biggest celebration usually starts on the Thursday before Ash Wednesday. For 

nearly one week, until Ash Wednesday, many parts of Germany are in exceptional circumstances. All 

week long there are parades, balls and other customs that celebrate Carnival. On Carnival Thursday 

(also called The Women's Day), a custom takes place in commemoration of an 1824 revolt by Washer

women, in which the women storm the city halls, cut men's ties and are allowed to kiss any man who 

passes their way. On Rose Monday in many cities, especially in Cologne, D0sseldorf and Mainz, the 

streets are full of parade floats, costumed groups and musical bands. Thousands of parade spectators 

wait along the streets in hopes of catching some of the candies (called "Kamelle"), flowers and stuffed 

animals thrown from the parade floats. Riding the decorative floats are giant papier mache puppets 

sometimes in the shape of politicians and other famous persons who happened to be in recent 
headlines. 

All of these festivities and parades attract over one million people every year. Many of the party-goers 

come from countries all over the world to celebrate Carnival together with the Germans. One thing is for 

sure, with all of its vivid and lively processions, Carnival is the blithest season of the year. 


