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DIE WILDE JAGD/ WILD HUNT 

Regional variations 

An abundance of different tales of the Wild Hunt.are recorded 
in Germany. In most tales, the idefitity of the hunter is not made 
clear, in others, it is: 

Germany 

• a mythological figure named Waul, Waur, Waurke, Wod, Wode, Wotk, or Wuid, who is thought to 
be de.rived from the ancient Germanic god of the wind and the dead, Wodan; 

• a mythological figure named Frie, Fuik, Fu, Holda or Holle, who is thought to be derived from the 
Germanic goddess Freya or Frigg; 

• an undead noble, most often called Count Hackelberg or Count Ebernburg, who is cursed to hunt 
ete1nally because of misbehaviow· during his .lifetime, and in some versions died from injuries of a 
slain boar's tusk. 

Sometimes, the tales associate the bunter with a dragon or the devil. The hunter is most often riding a horse, 
seldom a horse-drawn carriage, and usually has several hounds in his company. Ifthe prey is mentioned, it 
is most often a young woman, either guilty or innocent. The majority of the tales deal with some person 
encountering the Wild Hunt. Ifthis person stands up against the hunters, he will be punished. Ifhe helps the 
bunt, he will be awarded money, gold or, mo~t often, a leg of a slain animal or human, which is often 
cursed in a way that makes it impossible to be rid of it. In this case, the person has to find a priest or 
magician able to ban it, or trick the Wil~ Hunt into taking the leg back by asking for salt, which the hunt 
can not deliver. In many versions, a person staying right in the middle of the road during the encounter is 
safe. [27][28][29] 

Leader of the Wild Hunt 

G 
. Wodan u erchtold Dietrich ofBeme, Holda, Perchta, Wildes Gjait. • ermany. , .u , __ _ ·~ ~· 

History 
Tue concept of the Wild Hunt was developed by the German 
folklorist Jacob Grimm, who first published it in his 1835 book 

Deutsche Mythologie.[12] lt was in this work that he popularised the 

term Wilde Jagd ("Wild Hunt") for the phenomenon.P2] Grimm's 
methodological approach was rooted in the idea - common in 
nineteenth-century Europe - that modern folklore represented a 
fossilized survival of the beliefs of the distant past. In developing 
his idea oftbe Wild Hunt, he mixed together recent folkloric sources 
with textual evidence dating to the Medieval and Early Modem 

periods.l13l This approach came to be criticized within the field of 
folkloristics during the 20th century, as more emphasis was placed 

on the "dynamic and evolving nature offolklore".[l3J __ _ 


