
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL \Veihnachtszeit 

VORWEIHNACHTZEIT / PRE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

WEIHNACHTSGLAUBEN UND ABERGLAUBEN: 
CHRISTMAS BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS 

der Glaube, die Glauben: belief 
der Aberglaube, die Aberglauben: superstition 

The Christmas season celebrations include the Star Singing 1n 
Oberammergau on December 31, and the Kris Kringle Market 1n Nllrnberg. Although 
there are Christmas fairs in many German cities, including Berlin, the largest 
and finest 1s in Nilrnberg. Historic Christmas creches are set up 1n the 
Bavarian Alps and the Christmas Shooting 1n Berehtesgaden ls one of the last 
ancient customs of the year. 

1. Time of Christmas closely coincides with that of the winter solstice- a time 
when demonical forces are considered by many to be particularly active and 
powerful. Spirits of the darkness also appear, which are of pagan origin and 
sometimes predominate over the figures of life. 

2. When the 12 Rauhnachte (nights when spirits walk) became associated 
with the 12 days of Christmas, they were days outside of time. 

• All types of supernatural events were possible. 

iA custom practiced by the children in 
,Upper and Lower Bavaria is the "Klopfe l 
jNights" ("Klopfel" for knockin~ at the 
doors). Beginning on the first Thursday 
' in Advent, masked children wander from 
house to house, knocking at doors and 

1singing Christmas carols. As a reward 
;they ask for apples and nuts. Further 
north, especially in Thuringia and Sax-

: ony, carol singing in the streets is mostly 
/done by sma ll groups of church choirs, 
the so-called Kurrende Sanger (wander~ 

1 ing singers). 

Nowher-e is Cnristmas. a:. picturesque as 
in the Bavarian mountains. From about 
10 pm on Chri stmas Eve you can watch 
the farmers descend fr0m their high 
alpine houses in a fairy tale setting ot 
dark blue sky and deeJi) snow, e~h per
son carrying a lantern to ~1,1ide nis_ pat h. 
These irregularly do.ttes rows fi>f tmy 
lights swaying _and 0?01:>ing, a~gearing 
and disappearing, wmdmg th..e1r way to 
the village church for midnight Mass, 
make a fantastic patte rn. In . 
Be rchtesgaden, deceased members of 
the families a re not forgotten. A ~ignted 
candle is placed 0 n every grave in t,he 
villag;e ceme te ry. Even the animals are 
remembe red! In many German farm 
h01,1ses the master ot the house makes a 
special round of his stable, petti ng each 
of thf' cow~ and horses in gratt-ful 
re membrance of that day long ago in a 
stdhle in Judea. 

- --
The Knocking Nights 

Klopfelnachte 

A KNOCKING NI GHT is the evening of one of the last three 
Thursdays before Christmas, when you collect your friends and 
move from house to house, knocking on the doors, throwing 
beans or small stones at the windows, and collecting the little 
presents which the long-suffering householders hand out to you. 
'Knockers' are generally welcome, and in the Tyrol masked 
figures went with them; householders would ask the masked 
ones to jump about in the fields to make sure of a good harvest. 

Another kind of 'knocker' would bang on the door, sing a 
brief song of praise to the owner of the house, and stick a pitch
fork through the doorway. The householder was supposed to 
stick something nice to eat on the end of it. 

You would also give presents on a 'knocking night', especially 
a little house made of sticks held together with blobs of dough, 
as a gift to your sweetheart. If she hangs it up from her ceiling, 
she loves you. And if you have a good friend, give him a present 
called a Klopfelscheit, but throw it through his door and get 
away quickly. He will give you one in the same way on Pfefferlcs
tag, 28th December. 


