
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feste I Messen 

"Bei uns ist immer was losl" 

10 of the best festivals around Germany in 2023 

Hamburg: l-Tc1fcngeburtstag (Harbour Birthday) 

The city's Hafengeburtstag is a street festival taking place on the 
banks of the river Elbe. It involves boating traditions and offers 
people the chance to stroll, hang out and feast along the harbor 
mile. Check out the fireworks on Saturday night at the 
Landungsbrilcken. The festival takes place from May 5th to 7th. 

Bremen: . 1 e1ma1 kt (Free Market) 

Founded way back in 1035, the Bremen Freimarkt is one of the 
oldest folk festivals in Germany. It attracted 4.4 million guests in 
2019, making it one of the biggest in Germany. Its name derives 
from the fact that here - in contrast to the usual weekly markets -
non-local and local merchants were both free to sell goods. 
Otherwise only members of other Bremen guilds were allowed to 
trade. It was not until the beginning of the 19th century that it 
became solely an amusement festival complete with a 
rollercoaster, ferris wheel, ghost train and almost 50 other rides. It 
takes place at the Bilrgerweide near the main railway station. 

Things are a bit more tranquil at Bremen's market square at the 
"Kleiner Freimarkt", with doughnuts, roasted almonds, liquor ice 
and nostalgic carousels. In the nearby market village dating back 
to 1382, blacksmiths, glassblowers and stonemasons will be 
demonstrating crafts, while jugglers and singers will provide 
entertainment. The whole fest is taking place for the 987th time 
from October 13th to 29th. 

Paderborn: 1 ihori 

Expect culture and fun activities at the nine-day Libori Festival. 
T~e town hall square becomes a concert mile and dance floor, the 
Franz-Stock-Platz a "place of the arts" with acrobatics, comedy, 
theatre, and puppet shows. Another tradition is the beer fountain, 
where barley juice flows instead of water. The festival originated 


