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Given the popularity of the AfD in the state, some believe Saxony may be, well, a little bit racist. 
But the city of Leipzig (or "Hypezig" as its come to be known) is something of a mini Berlin: 
full of young, hip people and eco-gardening projects. 

As you might expect, this prut of Ge1many is seen a foreigner-free zone, though the number of 
line-dancing events and Dodge trucks you can see in the wild in Saxony-Anhalt may give the 
impression that they 'd actually like to be American. 

Swabia ,,. 

Way down south in the region surrounding Stuttgart are a group of people who are among the 
most mythologized in Germany: The Schwaben (or Swabians). Even though this area is one of 
the priciest places in the country to live in, the Swabians have a reputation for being incredibly 
frugal. 

According to Frank Lang, the curator of an exhibition on Stuttgart and its people, this stereotype 
dates back to a time when residents of the city lived in poverty. To stretch out their last cents, the 
Swabians would try and make their possessions last for as long as possible - and, when the time 
came to replace it, would be reluctant to spend too much on something new. 

In addition to this love of penny-pinching, the Swabians are seen as uptight neat freaks. This is 
probably due to tbe tradition Swabian Kehrwoche - or sweeping week - wben residents in an 
area get out their brooms en masse and sweep the streets. 

This type of perfectionism apparently extends to other areas ofa Swabian's life as well. In fact. 
they' re known for being obsessed with accolades and achievements. This has become something 
of a meme in Germany, with one comedian doing a series of sketches about Prenzlschwaben: 
green juice swilling pushy parents who live in Berlin's upmarket Prenzlauer Berg district. 

Rhineland 

When it comes to regional stereotypes, the Rhinelru1ders appear to have got off a fair bit easier 
than most. These group of people who inhabit the cities a11d towns along Germany's most 
famous river are known for their Rheinische Frohnatur: a natural jolliness and friendliness. 

This laid-back, sociable way of being can be seen first-hand in the pubs of Cologne, where a 
newcomer barely has to take a seat before a local hands them a Ko/sch. We don't want to 
cynical, but we half suspect that this easy-going nature may have something to do with the sunny 
weather and the abundance of local wines on offer . 

• 
Since the Rhineland is such a big region, there are also some more locally specific stereotypes 
you can find here. In the Ruhr region of North Rhine-Westphalia, for instance, the locals are 
believed to spend most of their time mining coal. 


