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A Guide to Germany's Regional Stereotypes: 
Thrifty Swabians and Haughty Hamburgers 

The stereotype of the West Gennan (or the "better westerner") was someone who felt superior to 
people from the DOR and looked down on them. Meanwhi le, the rueful " Jammer Ossi" (or 
"sorry east Gennan") walked around in a cloud of self-pity and with a visible chip on their 
shoulder. 

"Besser Wessi" was the Gennan word of the year in 1991 , which gives you an interesting 
snapshot into the cultural preoccupations of the day. But a recent poll found that most young 
people in Gennany have no idea what these idioms are meant to refer to. 

Nevertheless, there are many regional stereotypes in Germany that are still very much alive and 
well. While these are not meant to be taken seriously, here are some of the main ones. 

Bavaria 

Bavaria occupies a unique place in Ge1many for being responsible for the vast majority of 
cliches about Gennans in general while also being determined to set itself apart from everywhere 

else. 

For most Germans, the Bavarian stereotype is of Dirndl or Lederhosen-clad yokels who love 
conservatism and Cathol icism in equal measure. These quirky mountain dwellers speak in an 
impenetrable dialect and like to make a big deal about their "free state" status, while calling 
everyone else in Germany Prussian. Of course, thei r diet of veal sausage and habit of ddnki ng at 
least a liter of beer for breakfast contributes to their ruddy complexions and boisterous, bustling 
nature. 

If you find yourself in a picturesque Dorf in Bavaria, don't be alarmed if you hear a high-pitched 
wai ling of sorts. It's called yodeling, and it' s another one of Bavaria's favorite pastimes. 

Berlin 

If you venture to the Jlauptstadt, you're likely to be confronted in an Eckkneipe by the gruff (and 
rather nasal) Berliner Schnauze accent. If you don't understand it, it's probably a good thing
because if you're in Berl in, it's bound to be something rude. 

For people elsewhere in Germany, the very few "Urberliner" (the original locals) are seen as 
incredibly impolite, loud-mouthed, working class and a bit cheeky. 

Everyone else in the city is a hipster who lives on the breadline and makes sound-art installations 
in old warehouses tbat have since become techno clubs. 

Hamburg 

Like most other North Gennans, the enduring stereotype of Hamburgers is that they are as cold 
as the winds that sweep in from the north sea. The Hanseatic types area ·1 big talkers, and some 
people say this standoffishness is down to the fact that they are also exceedingly rich. 


