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9 German stereotypes that are straight up true 

By a wide margin, football is the number one most 
attended and practiced sport in Germany. It ls so 
popular that it could be considered a national pastime. 
The German Football Association consists of more than 
26,000 clubs and 178,000 teams. There are more 
football fan clubs in Germany than any other country. 

In addition, the German football league, 
the Bundesliga attracts international superstars and is 
followed by many people outside of the Germany. The 
country's national team is strong in international 
contests and has won four world cups. Did you catch 
their most recent victory? In recent years, women's 
soccer has also been getting more attention as the 
women's national team has two world titles to boast. 

5. Germans are well-insured 

Germany is a land of insurances. You can secure 
yourself against almost anything. Personal liability 
insurance, household insurance, legal insurance, life 
insurance, travel insurance, pet insurance, car 
insurance. bicycle insurance. unemployment insurance, 
you name it. Whether that is due to a special Teutonic 
need for protection and security is up for debate. 

While it definitely makes sense to be insured for some 
fundamentals (health insurance and car liability 
insurance are mandatory in Germany), foreigners might 
think the fact that many Germans have their own 
personal insurance adviser is taking the whole thing a 

little too far. 

6. Germans are distant 

You may have heard that Germans are often described 
as being a little standoffish and cold. That might be 
because people's personal space bubbles are larger 
here than in other countries. Therefore, Germans have a 
tendency to t reat strangers rather formally, especially at 
first encounters and - as mentioned earlier - are not 
always big on small talk. 

Though sometimes this might seem like they have 
sticks in places where they don't belong, it just means 
they take a little longer to warm up to others. As a 
consequence, close friendships with Germans don't 
necessarily happen overnight, but when they do form 
they are generally very genuine. 

7. Germans love to drink beer 

Hell yeah they do! And why wouldn't they? They're 
good at it. 

Germany has over 1,300 breweries and more than 
5.000 different brands of beer. The country even has a 
law about which ingredients may be used in the 
production of the beverage. The beginning of the so
called Deutsches Reinheitsgebot dates back to 1516. 
Talk about taking brewing seriously. 

That being said, it's no wonder that in 2009 the country 
ranked second place for beer consumption per capita in 
Europe, eclipsed only by the Czech Republic (and they 
invented Pilsner). Germans like beer so much that one 
of the first things they did after establishing colonies in 
China was build a brewery. To this day, Tsingtao is 
China's second largest beer producer. 

Apart from that, every German is able to open beer 
bottles with anything but a bottle opener (and we are 
not not talking twisty caps here). 


