
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

9 German stereotypes that are straight up true 

Stereotypes exist about every country in the world. 

We tend to shy away from generalizations. 

But not all stereotypes are bad - they may even be true, 
defining characteristics of culture and lifestyle. 

Quick, True or False: The national pastime in Germany 
is playing soccer while eating Sauerkraut dressed in 
Dirndls and Lederhosen with Kraftwerk and Rammstein 
playing in the background. 

I'm sorry to disappoint you before you head out on your 
long-awaited journey to Germany, but the idyllic image 
painted above is not entirely correct. It finds its origin in 
reports from soldiers stationed in Germany after World 
War II, tourists attending Oktoberfest, and the limited 
number of German music acts with international 
success. From there, stereotypical ideas of German 
culture have been reinforced by the global spread of 
German movies and music. 

But a part of you kind of wanted to believe it, right? 

Perhaps you thought German word order, pronunciation 
and crazy smashed-together German words were hard 
to understand. Well, now you'll have to put as much 
energy into sorting out fact from fiction in German 
culture. If you don't take yourself too 
seriously, stereotypes can be quite refreshing. It is very 
interesting to see which preconceptions other people 
have about your country and whether these are true or 

not. It is a chance to see yourself through the eyes of 
another person. 

Of course, stereotypes are total cliches. If you have 
international friends, you may quickly learn that people 
from different countries all have different stereotypes 
about your native land. Obviously, they are very 
generalized, simplified, and are not a 
correct representation of all the people in a given 
country. However. the thing about stereotypes is that 
some of them are actually based on facts and address 
real national characteristics. 

So without further ado, here are a few 
Germans stereotypes which are indeed true. 

1. Germans are direct 

The reason is that Germans tend to be very goal
oriented in their interaction. They want to get right to 
the point, and not beat around the bush. Germany also 
doesn't have as big a small-talk culture as for example 
the US, where it is much more common to talk to 
strangers on the street. 

The upside of this tende'1CY is that there isn't that much 
to decode. A yes is a yes and a no is a no. It's not meant 
as an affront or insult but merely serves to state the 

actual conviction of the speaker. 


