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Knowing Germany's remembrance culture-as a foreigner 

3. Praising pens, not guns 

Germany knows what glorifying one leader could lead to, which is why Germans prefer their heroes 

in the shape of writers, poets or composers, rather than army generals - at least most of the time. 

That's why Weimar is known today internationally as the city of Goethe. The house in which the 

poet and all-round scholar lived was refashioned into a museum. 

Bonn, the former capital of West Germany and the birthplace of Beethm·en, is decorated with 

various statues of the renowned composer. Monuments to Johann Sebastian Bach and Martin 

Luther welcome visitors to Eisenach, where Bach was born and Luther is believed to have lived for 

several years. 

"I feel more at ease about it," Cologne-based Jessica admits. "There are no winners in wars anyway, 

and if we already have to hang symbols publicly, they might as well be such that everyone - or 

almost everyone - can agree on," she explains. 

"It will be interesting to see, in the age of Black Lives Matter and a fresh gaze turned to the past, 

how other events in German history are presented and memorialized," Stuchbery wonders. 

4. Jokes aren't always appropriate 

Full disclaimer: I myself am an Israeli Jew 

whose grandparents escaped Germany before 

WWII officially started. 

But even after six yeal'S of living in Germany, it 

still surprises me that I can handle dark humor 

(and I mean VERY dark) better than the 

average German. 

In the best-case scenario, they might blush to a 

DW's Dana Regev 

tomato level in reaction to one of my jokes, but in the worst case they will be extremely offended, 

confused and won't get it - especially if it involves the Holocaust in one way or another. 

So if you're visiting Germany as a tourist, recently moved to a German city or simply have a 


