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Knowing Germany's remembrance culture-as a foreigner 

That's because unlike in many other places, 

the country's symbols are not seen as a 

source of pride, but more like a reminder of 

~harne. 

Being responsible for the Holocaust, as well 

as for the first genocide of the 20th century 

- the Herero and Nama genocide - plays a 

big role in that collective feeling. 
A relatively new phenomenon in Germany: cheering with 

the flag In fact, it was a completely new 

phenomenon at the World Cup 2006, hosted 

by Germany: "That much Black-Red-Gold [ colors of the German flag] hasn't been seen since 

Reunification," as weekly Der Spiegel wrote, referring to the numerous German flags popping up 

on fans' cars, balconies, hats and scarves. At the time, various cultural experts had commented on 

the Germans' uneasy relation with patriotism in reaction to the new trend. 

But even though the German flag has become increasingly popular at sports events, you 

probably wouldn't spot it on many other everyday occasions in Germany. In fact, you're more likely 

to see an EU or pride flag hanging from a balcony window than the national one. 

"We just don't do that, it's not something we grew up with," says Jessica, a 38-year-old cafe owner 

from Cologne. "Because of Germany's past, many people obviously don't take pride in anything that 

represents Germany," she explains. "I think it's better than being blindly patriotic." 

2. Education starts early 

Learning about Germany's past - and especially World War II - is not exclusive to academics or 

museum goers. In fact, history museums are often packed with pupils as young as 12, learning 

about the Nazi regime and the horrors it brought upon humanity. 

"The culture of memory is one of those tools that help bind the nation together, to give people a 

'shared' past," says Mike Stuchbery, an Australian history and civics teacher based in Stuttgart. 

"I remember learning in depth about WWII at least three times during high school," says Paul 

Koch, a 33-year-old DevOps engineer from Berlin. "And visiting a concentration camp, too," he 

recalls. For him, it's clear why remembrance culture is much stronger in Germany than in many 

other countries. 


