
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

German federalism: How does it work? 
'Rebuilding the empire' 

Following the abolishment of kings and emperors and the unsettled years of the Weimar Republic, Germany's federal tradjtion was broken for 

the first time by the Nazis. 

The Nazi leadership set about bringjng the local states under unified control soon after they seized power on January 30, 1933. 

Exactly one year later, the "Law on the Reconstruction of the Empire" of January 30, 1934, abolished all rights of the states. The federal self

governing bodies were replaced by "imperial governors" (Reichsstatthalter) who were directly subordinate to the Nazi government in Berlin 

and bound by its instructions. 

Reconstruction of democracy 

Once Allied victory was assured, tlie victors of World War II began to discuss how Germany should be administered after the war. There was a 

consensus tliat the concentration of power under the Fiibrer Adolf Hitler had been one of the main evils of the Nazi dictatorship - and such a 

concentration of power had to be prevented for tl1e future. 

Therefore, at the postwar conferences, the Allies decided to restore the states that had been stripped of their power by tlie Nazis. In addition to 

the pre-war states, several new ones were also founded; often in new cop.figurations directly caused by the war. 

In 1949, the founding fathers of the German Federal Republic attached great impmtance lo lhe rights of the states. 

East Germany's centralized system 

The easlern states were initially administered by the Soviet Union. These states became communist East Germany, formally called the 

German Democratic Republic (GDR). Federal states had been established by law tliere in 1945 by order of tlie "Soviet Military 

Adminish·atiou'' - but they were de facto abolished by the GDR in 1952. 

In order to "create the socialist administrative structure," the states bad to surrender their powers to districts and county administrations. 

Federalism also had to give way to ilie centralized power of the mling Socialist Unity Party in East Berlin. 

After the decline of the pa1ty's rule, one of tlie most impo1tant tasks of the fu-st and only freely elected GDR par·liament was to restore the old 

states. Trus took place on July 22, 1990 - and adapted the GDR to the federal system of West Germany. Three months later, the countr ies 

were officially reunified. 


