
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

8 aspects of German culture foreigners should embrace 

The German comedy tradition includes an appreciation for slapstick and keen political 

satire, as well as political 'Kabarett', which is a form of serious cabaret dedicated to 

important social and philosophical questions. Germans also often enjoy a good dose of 

humorous absurdism. 

Contrary to popular stereotypes, German humour is, in fact, a laughing matter. 

Unfortunately, a fair amount of German humour is pretty much untranslatable. In 

English, puns can easily be made due to the ambiguity of lots of our grammar and 

vocabulary - but Germany's grammar is much more specific. Jokes using the all

German classic of compound nouns are common, but can't always be understood if you 

haven't spent time honing your Deutsch. 

All of us could benefit from taking a deeper look at the German sense of humour, which 

is as unique as it is culturally enriching. 

Drinking culture 

Many of us will have as much of an appreciation for German beer as the natives have. It 

1s considered the national drink of the country, legal from the age of 16 and allowed in 

most public places. Germans also come in third worldwide when it comes to beer 

consumption, following only Austrians and Czechs. 

However, one of the most charming aspects of German drinking culture is how casual it 

is. You rarely see young Germans blackout drunk and in desperate pursuit of the 

nearest chip van. This isn't only because Germans' tolerance tends to be higher, but 

because drinking is treated far more casually - it is perfectly normal to go out to have 

one beer with friends at the end of work, and then to go on home and achieve 

everything else you wanted to achieve in the day. 

In Germany, alcohol may also be cheaper than you are accustomed to - its price in 

relation to the general costs of living is among the lowest of any European country. 


