
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

4 words that tell us something about German culture 

Artist Gunter Demnig sweeping Stolpersteine laid in Hamburg in June 2021. Stolpersteine are placed on the 

ground 10 remember those deported during the Nazi era 

Germany has a whole host of words to describe almost any conceivable feeling 

or situation - but it also has a number of words that speak volumes about the 

uniqueness of German culture. Here are four of them. 

Erinnerungskultur ('culture of remembrance') 

Roughly translating as 'culture of remembrance', this word refers to the structures in 

society designed to memorialise and maintain consciousness of the horrific crimes and 

atrocities of the Nazi era. 

Erinnerungskultur is characterised by a host of campaigns, commemorations, 

memorials, monuments, curricula and more which serve to underline its most influential 

message: 'nie wieder', meaning 'never again'. 

Remembering and honouring the victims of the Holocaust and the persecuted groups 

who suffered during that period is immensely important to German culture. 

Erinnerungskultur also often centres on the premise of bearing witness and testifying to 

the crime, destruction and brutality inherent to Nazi Germany. 

Many Germans see this as a way of holding themselves to account for their past, given 

that statistically a majority of their grandparents and great-grandparents either passively 

enabled or acted in the interests of the Nazi party. It revolves around acknowledging the 

full gravity of the atrocities of their national legacy, whilst committing that they 

themselves will act against such injustice in the future. 

Participation in 
this Erinnerungskultur has 
previously been seen as a 
prerequisite for belonging to 
the broader community, but 

this has increasingly been 
challenged as German 
society diversifies: after all, 
why should it be the 
r~~ponsibility o~_immig_~ants 

perpetrators, or of peop le 
who belong to the groups 
who were persecuted? 

Erinnerungsku/tur is not only a prevailing cultural mood, but also a key factor in foreign 

and domestic policy to this day. 


