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From nudity to sandwiches: The biggest culture shocks 
for foreigners in Germany 

Others commented on the fact that women aren't given gowns to cover up during intimate cancer 
screenings, while some said the biggest shock was how long they had to wait for an appointment. 

Part of getting used to life in Germany is about "developing the confidence that you'll still be 
alive when you confinn a doctor's appointment for 2024 or something!", joked 42-year-old 
Prakruthi from India. 

Rudeness 

Experiencing the full force of German directness is a major culture shock for many foreigners -
almost regardless of where they come from. 

"I find Germans so hostile and rude sometimes," said 33-year-old JJ from the Philippines. "I've 
never been shoved in the US or in Asia but Germans are willing to shove you out of the way if 
they think you're in their way or walking too slowly. rve never been manhandled like that 
before but it's happened multiple times now." 

Edward from Cornwall, England, said the "rudeness" and "bluntness" of some Germans had 
been hard to get used to when he moved to Berlin - even when he attempted to speak German 
and be accommodating, 

"The worst is checkout staff barely saying hello and throwing my stuff through at lightning 
speed," the 30-year-old explained. ''Neighbours who just stand and stare blankly and don' t 
respond to a simple 'Moin' /'Guten Morgen' is a close second." 

The good stuff 

Of course, living in Germany isn't all bad. A lot of people actually found they were pleasantly 
surprised by a lot of things they experienced after moving here, from lower levels of poverty to 
cleaner, safer streets. 

Dan from New York enjoys how much safer he feels in Erlangen than he does in the US. "l miss 
the confidence we have here in Germany that there is little to no threat to well being, when 
visiting from the US,'' he said. 

Fellow New Yorker Craig, 68, was similarly amazed by how clean, efficient and cheap Germany 
is. "A public transit system that works, beautiful parks, low cost of living and smooth streets" 
were all among the positives he noticed after moving here. 


