
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL social customs 

SPRACHE UNO GESELLSCHAFTLICHE BRAUCHE / 
LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS 

social: 
linguistic: 
custom: 
language: 
etiquettte: 

gesellschaftlich 
sprachlich 
der Brauch, die Brauche / die Sitte, die Sitten 
die Sprache, die Sprachen 
die Etikette / gesellschaftliche Umgangsformen 

SOCIAL CUSTOMS AND ETIQUETTE (DO'S and DON'TS): 

EXPAT IN GERMANY? YOU'RE PROBABLY GUil TY 
OF ONE OF THESE SOCIAL BLUNDERS 

Since punctuality is arguably the most important rule of German etiquette, expats arriving ten 

minutes late to a meeting or dinner party are considered impolite for taking advantage of other 

people's time. 

Timeliness also features prominently in event planning, which many execute with impressive 

Teutonic precision. So, expats who invite their new friends for dinner at 6-ish will be met by puzzled 

expressions, since Germans delight in the exactitude of the 24-hour clock and the suffix 'ish' doesn't 

exist in their language. 

Expats who avoid this pitfall and invite their friends for dinner at 18:00 shouldn't, then, be taken 

aback if they hear the doorbell ring on the hour while in the middle of boiling the pasta. 

3. Throwing waste into the wrong bins 

Recycling is an art form in Germany and Germans are masters of the craft. In fact, they have a Htle 

to prove it. According to the World Economic Forum, Germany has the highest recycling rate in the 

world. 

Many households here have multiple recycling bins - black for general waste, blue for paper, yellow 

for plastic, white for clear glass, green for coloured glass, and brown for composting - which can 

be dizzyingly complex for expats trying to learn the craft. 

Anyone caught throwing a greasy pizza box into anything other than the black bin should expect a 

lecture on recycling legislation from their grouchy neighbour. As recycling incorrectly can 

contaminate good batches and add more waste to landfills, environmentally-conscious Germans 

won't take pity on half-hearted attempts to save the planet. 


