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DAS TAGLICHE LEBEN/ DAILY CUSTOMS 

10 THINGS YOU SHOULD NEVER DO IN GERMANY 

3. Never .. .forget cash is still king 

Whi le countries like Sweden might not be far off from becoming cashless societies, Germans still 

favour good old-fashioned cash payments. Germany's aversion to paying by plastic is widespread 

so don't assume that everywhere will take card. In fact, assume the opposite or risk running to an 

ATM every time the check comes. 

4. Never ... forget to take out health insurance 

By law, all German residents need to have either private or state health insurance. It's not just a 

social norm, it's a legal requirement. You'll need to show proof of health insurance when you apply 

for your certificate of residence at your local Auslanderbehorde (Foreign National's Authority) or at 

the Einwohnermeldeamt (Residence Registration Office). 

BDAE offers a range of health insurances designed specifically for expats living in Germany. It won't 

just come in handy when you apply for your residence certificate, the right insurance will also 
guarantee you're protected if any medical issues arise. 

5. Never ... jaywalk 

You've looked right, you've looked left, there are no cars to be seen, surely it's OK to cross the road? 

Think again. 

This is a big nein-nein. You don't cross the road in Germany unless you're standing at a crosswalk 

and the little man is glowing green. Risk it and you could land a €5-10 ($6-12) fine as well as being 

reprimanded by every German standing within a 10 metre radius. 

6. Never ... be late~ 

This one deserves the exclamation mark. Germans see lateness as rude and even personally 

insulting. If you're running late, send the person you're meeting a text or give them a call to explain. 

If you don't and proceed to show up late without good reason, you can wave goodbye to a repeat 

invitation. 


